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ABSTRACT 

This text is designed to be used in conjunction with 
two other texts, the "Thai Reader" and the "Thai Vocabulary." All 
words cited in the present book are followed by phonetic 
transcription allowing students to learn the writing systei through 
self-study. Chapters Included in the text are: (1) "Thai Consonants 
and Their Naaes," (2) "Vocalic Symbols," (3) "Tonal Markers," (H) 
"Initial consonants," (5) "Final and Medial Consonants," <6) "Other 
Irregularities," and (7) "Numerals and Special Signs." A 
representative samplings of Thai handwriting is included. For the 
companion documents, see FL 004 860 and FL 004 861. (RL) 
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PREFACE 



In 1942 a small volume entitled "The Thai System 
of Writing" was prepared by the author. Reproduced 
by the Ditto process, it was used in Thai classes 
at the University of Michigan and later at the Uni- 
versity of California, Berkeley. The present volume 
is a completely revised and rewritten version of that 
earlier work* 

This book is designed to be used in conjunction 
with two other recently published books ^ namely the 
THAI READER and the THAI VOCABULARy (American Coun- 
cil of Learned Societies i 1954 and 1955 )« All words 
cited in the present book are followed by a phonetic 
transcription (see Phonetic Key and Charts on the 
pages immediately following this preface). This is 
necessary so that all phases of the writing system » 
both regular and irregular ^ will be entirely clear 
even to the student who wishes to learn the system 
by self-study* Before he can learn to read Thai ef- 
fectively! however^ the student will need to rid 
himself entirely of any tendency to "lean" on the 
phonetic transcription. This can probably be best 
accomplished by the method described in the follow- 
ing paragrai^s. 

Unlike the previous edition of this book the pre- 
sent book has no exercises* However, this lack can 
be adequately compensated for if the student will 
make full use of the materials provided in this bo^k 
and in the THAI READER. The author recommends tho 
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follovd.ng procedures: 

(1) As soon as the student has covered the mas- 
ter lal In the first 22 pages of this book he can 
turn back to the examples beginning on p»19 and 
practice reading them without the aid of the pho* 
net'ic transcription by placing a blank sheet of 
paper over the transcriptions • 

(2) After the student has learned the basic 
rules of the Thai vrriting system {i»e» has cov- 
ered the material in the first three chapters | 
pp» 1-40)| he is ready to begin the study of the 
THAI READER. Before attempting to read any full 
phrased or sentences i the student should first 
study the vocabulary of each lesson in the READER, 
then review and check his ability to read the in- 
dividual words in that vocabulary by covering the 
phonetic transcriptions with a blank sheet of pa- 
per* For best results practice reading the words 
aloud. 

(3) As he progresses to the more advanced 
chapters of the THAI SYSTEM OF WRITING, the stu- 
dent should continue to review each section and 
chapter by covering the phonetic transcriptions 
with a blank sheet of paper and reading the ex- 
amples aloud. 

(4) Similarly, as he proceeds to the more 
advanced lessons in the THAI READER, he should 
continue to check and review each vocabulary by 
covering the phonetic transcriptions and reading 
the examples aloud* 

(5) The student should also memorize at least 
some of the lessons In the THAI READER. This de- 
vice is particularly useful In the early stages 

:v\rf the study of the Thai writing systemi 



* vli 

Most of the Thai words and phrases In this book 
are shown in typewritten form. The first time any 
symbols are introduced to the leader » however i they 
are shown as large-sized handdrawn symbols; see 
pp. 6-9, consonants; pp. 15 and 18, vowels; p. 17, 
tonal markers; and p« 83, numerals* Over and above 
this a few samples of handwriting are also included 
in the book (pp» 104-107) • 

Grateful acknowledgement is made to the American 
Council of Learned Societies for support in the pro- 
duction of the original version of this work and for 
their assistance in the publication of the present 
revised work* I am also deeply grateful to Mr* Heng 
R« Subhanka who first taught me how to read and 
write Thai and who gave me many valuable suggestions 
about the arrangement of presentation in the origi- 
nal version* Many of his suggestions have been re- 
tained in the present work* Mr* Sobhak Kasemsanta 
has provided the large handdrawn samples of Thai 
writing symbols* Samples of Thai handwriting in 
three different styles were written out by Miss Pun- 
nee Kiangslri (pp* .104-105) * Mr* Waiwlt Buddhari 
provided the other two samples of Thai handwriting 
(pp* 106-107) and also assisted in the proofreading* 
Mr* Ge6k*ge V* Orekoff drew in the lines in various 
charts which are interspersed in the beginning sec- 
tiohk of the book* 

MARY R. HAAS 
University of California, Berkeley 
November, 1955 
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PHONETIC KEY AND CHARTS 

Consonants 

NotS i Consonants followed by a hyphen occur only In 
initial position; the one preceded by a hyphen only 
in final position. The rest occur in both positionsi 

/V The glottal stop. 

/b/ Voiced unaspirated bilabial stop. In initial position 
like Eng. b in jbid. In final position like Eng. b in 
crib > but unreleased. 

/cV Voiceless unaspirated palatal stop. Similar to Eng. * 
Sh, chin but without the aspiration that accompanies 
the Eng. sound. 

/ch-/ Voiceless aspirated palatal stop. Similar to Eng* ch 
in ^hin but with stronger aspiration. 

/d/ Voiced unaspirated postdental stop. In initial posi- 
tion like Eng. ^ in day * In final position like Eng* 
1 in rg^i but unreleased. 

/f-/ Voiceless labiodental spirant. Like Eng. f in ^an\ e. 

(Occurs rarely in final position in a few recent loan- 
words frora Eng.) 

/-g/ Voiced unaspirated velar stop. Only in final position 
and like Eng. g in big, but unreleased. 

/h-/ Voiceless aspirate. Like Eng. h in hat . 

/i/ Voiced palatal semivowel. Like Eng. x in you . 

/k-/ Voiceless unaspirated velar stop. Like Eng. k in kgx 
but without the aspiration that accompanies the Eng* 
sound. Hence more like French or Italian f'hard'* c 
(i.e. k/t as in Fr. caf^. 

/kh-/ Voiceless aspirated velar stop. Like Eng. .in Icey 
but with stronger aspiration* 

viii 
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/I-/ Voiced lateral. Like 1 in Eng. look > (Occurs rarely in 
final position in a few recent loanwords from English.) 

/n/ Voiced bilabial nasal* Like Eng. m in make , come * 

/n/ Voiced postdental nasal* Like Eng. xi in now , wig . 

/o/ Voiced velar nasal. Like Eng. n£ in song, but in Thai 
the sound occurs in initial as well as final posit ion« 

/pV Voiceless unaspirated bilabial stop* Like Eng. £ in 

viT\ but without the aspiration* Compare Fr* or Ital* £• 

/ph-/ Voiceless aspirated bilabial stop* Like Eng* jg In £ijj 
but with stronger aspiration. 

/r*/ Voiced retroflex or weak trill. Compare 5ng. £ in red * 

/s-/ Voiceless sibilant* Like Eng* g in g^ * (Occurs rarely 
in final position in a few loanwords.) 

/t«/ Voiceless unaspirated postdental stop* Like Eng. ^ in 
ten but without the aspiration. Compare Fr* or Ital* 

/th«*/ Voiceless aspirated postdental stop* Like Eng* t in t^ 
but with stronger aspiration* 

/w/ Voiced bilabial semivowel. Like Eng* v in walk * how , 
but Kith greater friction and more lip rounding* 

Vowels 

/a/, /aa/ Low central vowels* Like Eng. a in father * /a/| 
short} /aa/, long* 

/e/, /ee/ Mid front vowels* Like Eng* £ Jn h|a* /e/, short; 
/ee/, long* 

/e/, /ee/ Low front vowels* Like Eng. a in c|i. /e/, short; 
/ce/, long. 

/d/, /ee/ Mid central vowels* Similar to Eng» es in her but, 
as in British Eng., without the final r, /a/, 
short; /as/, long* 
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High front vowels. Like Eng» ee In meek > /i/, 
shorti /ii/i long, 

/i/ plus /a/ without any pause or break between. 

Mid tack rounded vowels. Like Eng* o in Ipnq . /o/, 
short} /oo/, long. 

Low back rounded vowels. Like Eng. o in sonf{ or 
aw in law. /Vi short | /od/, long. 

High back rounded vowels. Like Eng. oo in noon , 
/u/, short; /uu/, long, 

/u/ plus /a/ without any pause or break between. 

High central unrounded vowels. Made by raising the 
center part of the tongue vrfiile keeping the lips 
in relaxed or protracted position, /y/, short} 
/yy/, long. 

/y/ plus /a/ without any pause or break between. 
Tones 

/*/ Low tone. Pitched at a comfortable low range of the 
voice. The pitch and contour of the remaining tones 
are described below in relation to the low tone. 

/V Rising tone. Rises from the pitch of the low tone to 
the pitch of the high tone. 

/V High tone. About a fifth above the low tone. At phrase 
end has glottal stricture and a quick drop. 

A/ Falling tone. Falls from the pitch of the high tone to 
that of the low tone. At phrase end has glottal stric- 
ture. 

/ / (Absence of a mark.) Middle tone. Pitch approximately 
a major second above the low tone. At phrase end has a 
very slight drop. 



/i/. /ii/ 

/ia/ 

/o/, /oo/ 

A/. /»/ 

/u/, /uu/ 
' /ua/ 

/y/, In! 
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CONSONANT CHART 



STOPS 

Vd.Unasplrated 
Vl.Unaspirated 

VI. Aspirated 

SPIRANTS 
Vl.Unaspirated 

SONORANTS 
Vd. Semivowels 

Vd. Nasals 

Vd. Lateral 

Vd. Trill (or 
Retroflex) 



Bila. 
bial 



b 

P- 
ph- 

f- 

w 

m 



Post- Pala- 
dental tal 



d 

t- 
th- 

3- 

n 

1- 

r- 



c- 
ch- 



Velar Glot- 
tal 



-g 

kh- 



High 

Mid 

Low 



VOWEL CHART 

Front Central 
Unrounded 



i, ii, la 
e, ee 
e, ee 



y. yy. ya 



Back 
Rounded 

u, uu, ua 

0, 00 



PITCH 
LEVEL 
High 



Mid 
Low 



TONE CONTOURS IN ISOLATION 



Middle 
(No mark) 




Low 

/V 



Falling 
/V 



High 
/7 



Riding 

/V 
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INTnODUOTION 



The Thai system of writing is one of many vari- 
eties of the Devanagari writing system which have 
spread out from India* The immediate source is the 
Cambodian variety. To this day the Thai numerals 
and the Cambodian numerals are identical, but the 
alphabetical symbols, while similar, are suffici- 
ently diverse so that each system must be learned 
separately. 

The particular adaptation of the Thai alphabet 
as a separate system of writing was devised by (or 
at the request of) Ramkhamhaeng the Great of SiUcho- 
thai. The first writl;en monument, an engraved block 
of stone known as the Inscription of King Ramkhw- 
haeng, is assigned to the year 1283 A.D. [See 
Cornelius B. Bradley, «The oldest known writing in 
Siamese,*^ Journal of the Slam Society, vol i 6, 
pt.l (1909), pp. 1-64.] 

The modem Thai writing system is directly descend- 
ed from the form of writing preserved in this earli- 
est inscription, though certain changes (vdiich need 
not concern us here) have been Introduced since that 
time. Another slightly different derivative of that 
early form of writing is the system used by the Lao 
(Laotians) of the Kingdom of Laos which lies to the 
noHhe^st of Thailand. 

The language spoken by thus authors of the inscrip- 
tion was similar to the modem standard dialect of 
Bangkok, but certain features still preserved in the 
modem writing system show us that it was not identi- 
cal at all points. 
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The doseription of the Thai system of writing 
ifhich is provided In the present volume gives the 
pronunciation entirely in terms of the modem stand- 
ard dialect of Bangkok* In addition to the standard 
dialect there are three other ssajor dialects spoken 
within the boundaries of the nation^ vi«# the South- 
em i the Northern and the Nox*theadtem* The Northern 
dialect had at one time its own special system of 
writlngi but this Is now virtually obsolete • At the 
present tlmsi if the Northern dialect is written at 
all I it is written by using the letters of the 
standard system » The Northeastern dialect was for- 
merly written in a system like that used by the Lao, 
mentioned above i but this too is now largely obso- 
lete within the boundaries of Thailand « 

At the present time the standard dialect of Bang- 
kok together with the standard writing system used 
for that dialect is the literary medium taught In 
all the schools throughout the nation. 
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CHAPTER I 



TH. E THAI CONSONANTS AND 
THEIB NAMES 

1* General RetDarks 

The Thai aystem of writing » ae a derivative of 
the Devanagarl aystem » haa retained the basic se^ 
quence of arrangement for consonants found In the 
Indlc system* This sequence of arrangement constl^* 
tutes the alphabetical order used in standard Thai 
dictionaries and must be memorized for an efficient 
use of such dictionaries. There are the following 
six major groups of consonants; 

I. Telars 

2* Palatals 

3. Retroflexes (pronounced as dentals in Thai) 

4* Dentals 

5* Labials 

6* Miscellaneous (the remaining sonorants and 
spirants and the glottal stop) 

Because of historical changes that have taken place 
in the pronunciation of some of the consonantSi not 
all of them are now pronounced in accordance with 
what we might expect from their position in the to-» 
tal sequence; but the deviations are relatively few 
and the reasons for them need not concern us here* 

Within each of the first five of the major groups 
listed above the sequence shown on the following 
page is observed where pertinent* The sequence con« 
slsts in five major categories based on phonetic 
criteria* 
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1* A. Voiced stop t MIDDLE (see Comtaent on p« 5) « 

Lacking in the velar and the palatal groups* 
B# Voiceless unasplrated stoP t MIDDLE* 

2. A. Voiceless aspirated stop with inherent rising 
tone. HIGH* In the velar group there are two 
consonants coming in this category but the 
second of! the two is now obsolete* 
B. Voiceless spirant with inherent rislnjy> tone* 
KIQK. In the labial group only* 

3* A* Voiceless aspirated ttox> with inherent middle 
tone* LOVf* In the volar group there are three 
consonants coming in this category but the sec- 
ond of the two is now obsolete* The third one 
is described under 4 below* 
B* Voiceless spirant with inherent middle tone. 
LOW. In the labial group only* 

4. Voiceless aspirated stop with inherent middle 
tone* LOW* Used to transcribe Sanskrit or Pali 
voiced aspirated stops. 

5. Voiced nasal * LOW. In the standard dialect of 

^'^^ Bangkok the nasal symbol of the palatal group is 
pronounced /j/ in Initial position^ /n/ in fit^el 
position* In some provincial dialects the pala- 
tal nasal is pronounced as such^ viz* /n/* 

Vhe complete list of the 44 consonants of the 
Thai alphabet is given on pp. 6^9. Of these the 3rd 
and 5th are oosoletei having been replaced by the 
2nd and 4th i respectively. Standard Thai dictionar- 
ies and books on the alphabet still list all 44 con«- 
sonants for the sake of completeness* 

Each consonant letter is pronounced with the car* 
rying vowel /-oo/. The consonant soimd preceding the 
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/•dd/ la the phonetic value of that letter in syl- 
lable-^initial positlont Thus the letter n /kDd/ has 
the sound /k-*/ in syllable^initial positions Many 
consonants have a different phonetic value >rtien they 
occur in syllable-final positlont This is shovm In 
chai'ts on ppt 54 and 56* 

Tltero is also an Inherent tone belonging to each 
consonant letter • This is either the middle tone^ 
as in /koo/i the 1st letter i or the rising tonsi as 
in /khio/f the 2nd letter* This tone must be memor-^ 
ised as an integral part of the name of each conson«> 
ant* See the comment below. 

Comment * Thai consonants are divided into 
three major tonal classes known as MIDDIEi HIOH| 
and LOW. The constituent members of each of these 
classes are listed and discussed on pp* 10-13* 
All spellirig rules having to do with the Indica- 
tion of t<»nes are determined by this three-way 
classification* The Inherent tone of all MIODTli 
and all LOW consonants is the middle tone, e»g* 
/kod/i the 1st letter and a MIDDUB consonant; 
/khod/i the 4th letter and a LOV consonant* The 
lnhea:^nt tone of all HICM consonants is the 
rising tonsi e*g* /khSo/, the 2nd letter and a 
HlGSl consonant* 

Each consonant letter has also been provided with 
an arbitrary designatory name to be used yrhen spend- 
ing words orally* This arbitrary name is usually 
some common noim spelled with the letter so desig- 
nated, e*g* /kOD k&J/ ^ kOD chicken*" Barer conson- 
ant letters I howeveri have often been given names 
referring to entitles which are somewhat less famll^ 
iar* Thai children learn to recite the alphabet by 
9^jlng these designatory namss* 
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2» List of Consonants 
Sypibol Thai Name Transcription and Meaning 

VELARS 



n 


n In' 


/kaa k&j/ chicken 




fl 111 


AHSd kh&j/ egg 


n 




/khSd khtlad/ bottle [Obsolete] 
Replaced by letter #2 abovei 






/khDD khwaaj/ water buffalo 






/khoD khon/ person [Obsolete] 
Replaced by letter |4 above. 




« JS*J 


/khoo rdkhai}/ bell 






/qdd quu/ snake 
PALATALS 






/c33 caan/ plate 






/chSa ehl«/ ovmb&l 


Y 




/choo ohdaq/ elephcLnt 


IT 


B It' 


/soo 860/ ohaln 






/cKoo k&chdd/ tree (Camb«) 


ni 




/j^o Jlfl/ woman 
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Syabol Thai Name Transcription and Meaning 



R B 


TROPLBXES (PRONOUNCED AS DENTALS) 






/dao chddaa/ tall headgear 
worn by actors 




^ e 

£) W 


/too patag/ (a) goad 


% 




/thSo thfian/ basei pedestal 






/thoo naarimonthoo/ natne of a 
giant *s wife In Ramayana epic 




« y ittS 


/thoo phCluthAw/ old person 


m 


U ItUf 


/noo neen/ young Buddhist 
disciple 




D E 


M T A L 3 


f\ 


fi if{n , 


/doo d^g/ child 


«i 




/too tJiw/ turtle 


fi 


t) 


/th5o thiig/ sack| bag 


n 




/thoo thdhdan/ soldier 


t 




/thoo thog/ flag, emblem 


u 




/noo nfiu/ mouse, rat 
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Symbol 


Thai Name 


Tx-anscription and Meaning 




L A 


B I A L S 


u 


li luljj 


/b33 bajmdaj/ leaf 


4 1 




/poo plaa/ fish 


ti 


tJ 


/phSo ph^/ bee 


eJ 


fl tl'i 


/fSo fSa/ lid, cover 


y\ 




/phDD phaan/ tray with ped- 
estal base 






/foD fan/ tooth, teeth 


n 




/phoD s&nphaw/ a kind of sail 
boat, junk 


W JJ1 


/moo mda/ horse 



MISCELLANEOUS 







/J 00 jig/ giant 


T 


T iftl 


/roo rya/ boat, ship 




(1 


/loo lii)/ monkey 






/woo w2en/ fingerrlng 






/s5o sfialaa/ pavilion 


mc 




/sSo ryysli/ hermit, anchor- 
ite 

/sSo sfa/ tiger 



Symbol 


Thai Name 


Transcription and Meaning 


M I 


SOELLANEOUS (CONTINUED) 






/hSd hlib/ box 






/loo otaaa/ a kind of kite 






/'oo 'Aag/ basin 


t( 




/hoo ndghClug/ owl 



HOW TO MAKE THE CONSONANT SYMBOLS 

All consonants except n /koo k&j/ and t /thoo 
thoi]/ are started with the production of their 
characteristic little CIRCLE . If there is more 
than one little circle start; with the one on the 
left. The pen then moves up or down, to the right 
or the left, as required. It is very important to 
note whether the circle is to the RIGHT or to the 
LEFT of its connecting line. This is the only dif- 
ference between fi and fi, and between 0 and fi, i.e. 
between /khoo khwaaj/ and /doo dftg/ and between 
/thSo thfiq/ and /phoo sfimphaw/, and others. 

The symbol fi is made in two strokes. The left- 
hand line starts just under the "roof" and is made 
as a downward stoke, The second stroke starts at 
the same point, then moves around to the right and 
down, t starts with a similar downward stroke but 
continues without the pen being lifted. 

IF THE STUDENT WILL USE TRACING PAPER AND FIRST 
qT^AOTICE by tracing over the LARGE SYMBOLS SHOWN ON 
ERJC QES 6-9 HE WILL SOON BE ABLE TO DO THEM FREEHAND, 
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3» Th6 Three Glasses of Consonants 

thai consonants are divided into three major 
tonal classes known as MIDDLE » HIOH^ and LGW« The 
constituent members of these classes are shown on 
pp. 11«*13« These must be memoritsed because the ton«* 
al markers (Chap» III| p. 25) used to indicate the 
tones have different values depending upon the 
olass of the consonant with which they are being 
used. Within each class of consonants there are 
some which are used less frequently than others • 
This information is included in connection with the 
discussion of each of the three classes* It will 
prove useful to the student who wishes to learn to 
spell as rapidly as possible* See comment below. 

Comment # It frequently happens that the same 
consonant sound of the Thai language is written 
by two or more different consonant letters . If 
the two or more consonant letters belong to dif^ 

^ ferent consonant classes there is no conflict. 
The tone of the syllable usually determines the 
olass of the letter to be used. Thus with but 
one exception (described on p. 35) there is no 
conflict between /khJo kh&J/^ a HIGH consonant, 
and /khdo khwaaj/i a LOW consonant. 

On the other hand, if two or more consonant 
sounds can be written with consonant letters be- 
longing to the same class, a conflict arises. In 
such a case the choice of consonant letter is de^ 
tcirmlned solely by the dictates of the rules of 
correct spelling* Thus there is a conflict between 
/kh95 khwaaj/, a LOW consonant, and /khoo rdkha^/, 
another LOW consonant. But even here it is poBsi^ 
ble to oAke a general statement which will be of 

O great help to the student t Most words beginning 
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with the /kh-/ sound and having a tone which muat 
be vrrltten with a LOW consonant are spelled with 
/khDD khwaaj/* Hence the student need only memor- 
ise those few words which must be spelled vlth 
/khoo rdkhau/. He can easily remember that all 
the rest are spelled with /khoo khwaaj/ whenever 
a LOW consonant is required. 

MIDDIE CONSONANTS 

There are nine MIDDLE consonants and they are 
pronounced with inherent middle tone on the carry- 
Ing vowel Add/, They comprise all of the conson- 
ant symbols standing for voiced stops and voiceless 
unaspirated atojoa as shown below. 



Voiced 
Stops 

Vl.Unasp. 
Stops 







U 






1 


(£)) tl 


IJ 





Comment 1. Conflicting symbols are boxed 
together and the rarer symbol is placed in paren- 
theses. The retroflexes /doo chddaa/ and /too 
p&t&g/ occur in Sanskrit or Pall loanwords. The 
spelling of words containing them should be mem- 
orized. 

Comment g» Contrary to what is often stated, 
the letter t /'oo '^kaij/ is a true consonant In 
the Thai writing system and not merely a carry- 
ing symbol for vowels. It is a MIDDLE consonant 
and the values of the tonal markers used with it 
are precisely the same as they are for all the 
rest of the MIDDLE consonants. 
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HIGH COKSONAHTS 

There are eleven HIGH consonants and they are 
pronounced with inherent rising tone on the carry- 
ing vowel /-Do/» They comprise the Thai consonant 
eytnbols for one set of voiceless aspirated stop s 
and one set of voiceless spirants as shown below* 



Aspii'. 
Stops 


11 


ft 


(3) n 


u 




Spir- 
ants 




(»)(tl) (1 




a 





Comme . nt 1, Only ten symbols are shown In the 
charts The extra one, /khSo khtiad/, Is obsolete 
and has been completely replaced by /WiSd khij/. 
Conflicting symbols are boxed together and the 
rarer symbol or symbols are placed In parenthe- 
ses. The remaining symbols are unique* 

Comment For each HIGH consonant (or set of 
HIGH consonants Identically pronounced) there Is 
a corresponding LOW consonant (or set of LOW con«- 
sonants Identically pronounced) • This pairing of 
HIGH and LOW consonants Is shown In a chart on 
p* 34* 

LOW CONSONANTS 

The student should memorise all the MIDDLE con- 
sonants and all the HIGH consonants* He need then 
only remember that all of the remaining consonants 
of the alphabet are LOW consonants. There ai^e in 
twenty-four LOW consonants and they are ito^ 



nounced with Inherent m iddle tone on the carrying 
vowel /-do/* They coiaprise tw-^ major groups of 
sounds t 

(1) a second set of voiceless aspiralfed stops 
and a second set of voiceless spirants * and 

(2) all of the voiced sonorants { nasals ^ semi- 
vowels and liquids)* the chart below* 



VI, 
Asp. 

Stops 


fi («} 


M (01) 


D (tr) 






VI. 

Spir- 
ants 




V 






0 


Voiced 
Sonor- 
ants 














'J 


t 


(01) U 












m t 















Comment * Only twenty-three symbols are shown 
in the chart* The extra one, /khoD khon/, is ob- 
solete and has been completely replaced by the 
symbol known as /kha^ khwaaj/# Conflicting sym- 
bols are boxed together and the rarer symbol or 
symbols are placed in parentheses* See also the 
list of regular and irregular initial consonants 
shown on pp* 41-42* 
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CHAPTER II 
THE VOCALIC SYMBOLS 

!• Oeneral Remarks 

Vocalic symbols are either SIMPLE (composed of 
one i>art) or COMPLEX (composed of more than one 
part)* Of the simple vocalic symbols i some are writ«* 
ten before the consonant i some after the consonant i 
some above * some below * Rut in any case each vowel 
as a sound is always pronounced AFTER the consonant 
or consonant cluster v^ich it accompanies. 

The complex vocalic symbols are built up of two 
or more simple vowel and/or consonant symbols* Since 
the individual parts of a complex often have values 
which bear little or no relation to the values they 
have when used ae simplexeS) the student is ui^ed to 
MEMORIZE THE COMPLEX SYMBOLS AS UNITS. 

Most vocalic symbols occur in pairs of short and 
long* The last four symbols | however i are unpaired 
and stand for short /a/ plus /m^ Ji w/* Other combi«* 
nc^tions of short vowel plus sonorant and combinations 
of long vowel plus sonorant present no special diffl«* 
culty* A chart showing the paired symbols and the 
foiir unpaired s^bols is given on p* IS* The symbols 
are presented in their traditional order reading 
across^ e*g* /s&rA'^ 'a^^/i /Bkrk*> ^blcl/^ /s&r&^ 
/s&rA^ "^ii/i etc* The word /s&riV «eans »vowel*»« 
MEMORIZE THE VOWEL SYMBOLS IN THE ORDER GIVEN as an 
aid to the use of Thai dictionaries* The dash in the 
chart shows the position of the initial consonant # 

All the vocalic symbols are shown in the form they 
take in syllable-final position* Some have other 
foras, as shown on p* 18* 
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2* Principal Vocalic Symbols (Syllable-Final Form) 



SHORT 




Thai Nane 


LOMO 














-n 




/sArA'> 'aa/ 




















Mrk'> 








/sArA' ^ii/ 




























/sArA' Oyy/ 


1 


T 




9(^9/ 






/sArA' 'uu/ 


I—*' 




/s&r&'> 






i- 


/sArA' 'ee/ 




u-s 


/shtk'> 


9fe9/ 




u- 


/sArA' 'ec/ 


i-t 


l-s 






b 


1- 

• 


/sara^ 'oo/ 


It- It 


% 1 V 




9^9/ 






/sAra^ '00/ 


• J*' 






'tia'/ 






/sArA' 'ua/ 




















'laV 






/sArA' 'la/ 
















. 

l-QS 










/sArA' 'ya/ 




1-08 


/aara ' 








/aArA-* '>aa/ 






/aar&'> 


^am/ 

WW/ 










l- 












1- 


1- 




'aj/ 








1-1 

O 




/sArA' 
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In Thai textbooke the symbol for /sArA"^ ^yy/ ie 
given as - instead of -fl. the symbol -f> is shown 
In the chart above because the vowel is always vrrit^ 
ten thus in syllable^final position* The other form 
ie used when the vowel is followed by a syllable* 
closing consonant (see p« 18) • 

There are two symbols for the combined sound 
/-aj/ and they are pronounced exactly alike in the 
standard dialect 6f Bangkok (see Comment below). 
The first symbol \ is known as /mAjmdan/ and the 
second symbol 1 as /miimAleLa^/. There az^e in all 
twenty words which must be spelled with l| most of 
them very common words* The tsomplete list is given 
on p« 68 • Almost all other words having the nound 
/*aj/ are spelled with 1, but there remain a very 
few which are spelled in a third way to be described 
later (see p. 23) • 

Comment s At^ the time the Thai writing system 
was developed I and t were NOT pronounced alike* 
What the phonetic distinction was at that time 
is not definitely known* There are modem dia- 
lects, however I which maintain a distinction be- 
tween the two types of sounds* In Shan, for exam- 
plCi words which would be spelled with I have a 
vowel cluster /-ay/, l.e* /a/ plus the high cen- 
tral vowel /y/, while words which wotAld be 
spelled with 1 are pronounced with /-aj/, just 
as in the Bangkok dialect, e*g* 

SHAN BANOKOK THAI Meaning 

/nay/ 1u /naj/ In 

/phaj/ llfl /faj/ fire* 
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3« The Phonetic Interpretation of 
«Short^ Vowel Symbols 

All of the "short** vowel symbols shown in the 
chart on p« 15 are actually pronounced as a short 
vowel (or vowel cluster) plus a syllable-closing 
consonant > This syllable-closing consonant is 
either the glottal stop /^/, as in the first twelve 
symbols, or /m, j, w/, as in the last four. A glance 
at the chart will reveal the fact that the symbol 
known as /sAr&^ is one which has a dual 

ftmction* When used alone it stands for AaVi but 
when combined with other symbols it stands for a 
syllable-final /-^/ with shortening of the precede 
ing vowel. Hence no short vowel symbol containing --t 
as a component can ever be used to write a short 
vowel plus any other consonant. As a result of this 
fact, there are special combinatory symbols which 
have to be used to cover those situations in which 

cannot be used. These are shown in the following 
section* 

Comment . The symbols -^S, l^S» and Ait are 
actually "fake" short vowels. They are listed as 
such because they contain as a component | but 
the true phonetic value of ^5 here, as explained 
above, is the final glottal stop /-^/« 

4. Additional 7ocalic Symbols 

There are nine additional simple and complex 
vowel symbols for use with all syllable-closing con- 
sonants except /-^/, as explained above. Five are 
for short vowels and the rest are for long vowels or 
vowel clusters. In the chart on p# 18 a dash shows 
the ps^sition to be assumed by the initial consonant, 
^1 diagonal replaces the syllable-closing consonant # 
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Vocalic Symbols Used with Syllable-Closing Cons* 

/-a-/ + Ct See Comment 1. 

/-yy-/ ♦ C 

/-e-/ + Ct See Comment 2. 
Ae-/ + C 

/^o-/ + C, ZERO symbol. 

+ C, Rarely used. 
/«S6-/ + C except 
/-sej/. See Comment 3. 
/-uaV + C. 

Comment i. The symbol -/ used in writing short 
/-a-/ plus C is called /mdjhfin'^aakiLad/ »»stick 
turning in the air,** 

Comment 2. The vowel shortening symbol - used 
with /-e-/> /-e-/> and occasionally /-d-/ is 
called /mdjtajkhtiu/. It cannot be used if tonal 
markers are required. 

Comment 3. This symbol is actually the long 
vowel /-ee-/ plus /-j /, but since there is no 
such phonetic combination in That, the written 
combination can be used for Aeaj/ without ambi- 
guity. 
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1 


/ 


-/ 


I-/ 


I-/ 


li— / 
u / 


u-/ 


1 


1 




-0/ 




I-/ 
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3. Examples of the Vocalic Symbols 

The niles for the ways to indicate tones have not 
yet been given* The reader should therefore reserve 
all questions about the wh^ of the tonal indications 
in the phonetic transcriptions below until hy has 
read the chapter on the tonal markers (pp^ 25-40) • 
The explanation of the special devices used in the 
table below is as follows: 

F "final, i.e. not followed by added cons. 

to be pronounced in the same syllable" 
■K! "followed by a syllable-closing consonant" 





Symbol 


Example 


Transcription 


p 




IS 


will, shall 


+c 


-1 




/wan/ day 


F 






/maa/ to come 


+0 


Same 




/caan/ plate 


F 






/tl^/ to criticize 


*C 


Same 




/hin/ stone, rock 


F 




d 


/rail/ to have 




Same 


du 


/pi in/ to climb 


F 




f 


/r^^/ (Var. form of the 
interrog. particl( 


+C 


Same 


u 


/dyij/ to pull 
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Symbol 


Example 


Transorlption 


r 




lift 


/myy/ hand 






nu 


/khyyn/ night 


¥ 






/cu?/ to oe stuffea 


+v 






/tnuij/ saoK| bag 


t? 
r 


If 


y 


/auu/ to xooK 


+C 


Same 


r 


/tnuug/ to be right 


F 






/t^'^/ to kick 


-KJ 


I-/ 


' iroj 


/tem/ to be fiill 


F 


l- 


iv 


/thee/ to pour 


Mi 


Same 




/phleeg/ song 


■ r 




Mid *f 


/it^ / and 




a-/ 




/Vhtri/ to be hard, firm 

r 


P 


u- 




/lee/ to see, watch 


+u 


Same 




/deei}/ to be red 


r 






/td^/ table 


40 


Zero 


tlu 


/f8n/ rain 


ERJC 


1- 

Same 




/too/ to be big, large 
/moog/ o'clock 
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Symbol 


Example 


Transcription 


F 




inis 


A5'>/ island 


+C 


^/ 




/rhg/ (Emphatic particle) 


F 


-a 




/phoo/ to be enough 


+C 


Same 




/looq/ to try 


F 






/phliia'>/ (onom. for sound 
of slapping, banging) RARE 


F 






/bua/ lotus 


+C 


•V 




/buam/ to swell, be swollen 


F 


l-tJS 




/dla**/ quick as a flash 
RARE 


F 






/mia/ wife 


*C 


Same 




/slaq/ sound, tone, noise 


F 






/'^a'/ (name of the symbol 
shown) EXTREMELY RARE 


F 






/rya/ boat, ship 


♦C 


Same 




/ryan/ house 


F 






/^6'>/ a whole lot 


F 






/thee/ you (familiar) 


+C 


I-/ 


ifiu 


/dasn/ to walk, proceed 
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/naaj/ butter 
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Symbol 


Example 


Transcription 


F 




Pin 


/kham/ word 


? 


I- 




/caj/ heart, spirit \xig.) 


F 


1- 




Mj/ to go 


F 


1-1 


101 


/''aw/ to take 



Additional remarks concerning the use of the 
last four symbols are given in the next section* 

6« Short and Long Vowels Plus Sonorants 

A very few short and long vowel plus sonorant 
combinations are written by means of special sym- 
bols i $11 of which have already been given. All 
remaining short and long vowel plus sonorant com- 
binations are written out in full, i.e« one uses 
the proper +0 vowel symbol followed by the appro- 
priate consonant letter. Although two ways of writ- 
ing /-aj/ have already been learned, two other 
ways, both of rare occurrence, are foxind. These, 
together with selected samples of other vowel plus 
sonorant combinations, are illustrated on the fol- 
lowing pages (pp. 23-24). 

Warning 

Two of the most commonly used final sonorants 
are U and and in most cases they are to be read 
as /-j/ and /-w/, respectively. However, they also 
occur as components of complex vowel symbols already 



23 

learned (p, 15), and when they are used In this way 
they are NEVER read as /-j/ and /-w/. To 'avoid all 
confusion on this point the student is urged to mem- 
oriae the following rules { 

iAj is ALWAYS read /-ia/. 

-1 ^is ALWAYS read /-ua/, NEVER /-aw/. 

l-'^ is the ONLY way to write /-aw/. 

-'iU is ALWAYS read /-uaj/. 

7. Examples of Vowel plus Sonorant Combinations 



A. READ WITH FINAL /-j/ 



Phon, Value 


Writing 


Example 


Transcription 


/-aj/ 


V 




/klaj/ to be far 


/-aj/ RARE. 




Iviu 


/thaj/ Thai 


/-aj/ (20) 






/khraj/ who, anyone 


/-aj/ RARE 




Aij 


/phaj/ danger 


/-aaj/ 






/khSaj/ to sell 


/-uaj/ 






/sttaj/ to be pretty 


/-yaj/ 




\im 


/r^aj/ to be continu- 
ous 

/khsaj/ ever 


/-88j/ 


l-U 




/-uj/ 






/khuj/ to chat 


/-ooj/ 




IflU 


/dooj/ by, with 


/-5j/ 




wdfinWlJBU /jigjSj/ disheveled 


/-oaj/ 




flf)U 


/lODj/ to float 
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B. READ WITH FINAL /-w/ 



Phorii Value 


Writing 


Ext'unple 


Transcription 








/raw/ we 








/khSaw/ to be white 


/-law/ 


l-UI 


rid 


/khiaw/ to be green 


/-iw/ 


-1 




/hlw/ to be hxmgry 


/-ew/ 






/rew/ to be fast 








/leew/ to be bad 


/-cew/ 






/meew/ cat 




READ WITH FINAL /-m, 


-n, -J)/ 


/-am/ 






/dam/ to be black 


/-am/ RARE 




nfu 


/kram/ gram (< Fr.) 


/-aam/ 


-1JJ 




/sSam/ three 


/«uain/ 






/sttam/ to put onji wear 


/-an/ 




)Ki 


/man/ fat, oil 


/-aan/ 






/qaan/ work; ceremony 


/-5on/ 


-QU 


Uf)U 


/noon/ to lie (down) 


/-yan/ 






/dyen/ moon, month 


/-oij/ 






/lor)/ to descend 


/-OOl)/ 


1-^ 


ln4 


/koor)/ to be crooked 



Comment s The above is only a small sample of 
the combinations with final /-m, -n, -ij/i but 
most of such combinations are entirely regular. 
Irregular ways of writing final /-an/ and /-oon/ 
Q are described and illustrated on pp. 55-56. 
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CHAPTER III 
THE TONAL. MARKERS 



1. Types of Syllables 

There are two main tjypes of syllables in Thai 
which raust be distinguished in order to understand 
the rules for writing the tones. Using the termin- 
ology adopted by the Thai themselves, we may calX 
them "live" syllables and "dead*' syllables. Their 
characteristics are described below. 

(1) Live syllables comprise the following} 

A. All syllables ending in a long vowel or in a 
vowel cluster , e.g. 

m /kaa/ crow it') /hW head 
(I /sli/ color l^fi Ma/ tiger 

B. All syllables ending in a sonorant . In the 
spoken language this is either a semivowel, 
i.e. /-j, -w/, or a nasal, i.e. /-m, -n, -i)/. 
In the written language it is j semivowel, a 
nasal, or a liquid (i.e. sounds which in ini- 
tial position are pronounced /l-» r-/) » but 
syllable-final liquids are normally pronounced 
/-n/, p. 54. Examples; 



1t< 
fla 



/faj/ fire 
/daaw/ star 
/diaw/ single 



/si in/ moral 
code 



Rir 
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U*1 /nam/ to lead 

(lU /lom/ wind 

liltJ'J /rnyau/ town 

filJ /khuan/ should, 
ought to 
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(2) Dead syllables comprise the following: 
A I All syllables ending in a short vowel • In 
most cases these are pronounced as a short 
vowel Plus glottal stop (see p. 17 and of* 
paragraph B below). Examples: 

MV will Ufis /1«^/ and 

ins /t6r/ to kick lUfiS /j«->/ a whole 

lot 

If this short vowel is not in word^final po- 
sition, the glottal stop may be dropped. Al- 
ternate tonal pronunciations are then possi- 
ble ^ the first being a spelling and also a 
slow speech pronunciation, the second a rapid 
speech pronunciation. Syllables of the second 
type may be conveniently called "neutral ized** 
syllables » Examples: 

VISlfl /thdlee/ /thalee/ sea 

^)^^ /biirli/ a; /burli/ cigar, cigarette 

All syllables ending in a stop consonant, i.e. 
a "dead" consonant. In the spoken language 
this is alw^iys a voiced unreleased stop. In 
the written language it may be a voiced stop, 
voiceless unaspirated stop, voiceless , aspir- 
ated stop, or voiceless spirant, but all of 
these are normally pronounced as their homor- 
ganic voiced stops in syllable-final position; 
see pp. 56-58. Examples: 

/sib/ ten \h] /hlib/ box 

Ifi /r6d/ to water JlJ /rftub/ picture 

1ft /r6d/ car UlJfi /pfecd/ eight 

Ifl /r6A/ taste Jjin /mftag/ much 
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"Dead" syllables often need to be further 
distinguished depending on whether they con-^ 
tain a shprt or a lonf^ y o we It This is ex« 
plained in the following sections* 

2. The Tonal Markers and Their Names 

All tonal markers are superscripts. They are 
placed over the initial consonant of the syllable 
whose tone they mark. But if the syllable begins in 
a consonant cluster » the tonal marlcer is placed over 
the second of the two consonants. And if that sylla- 
ble already has a superscript vowel, the tonal mark- 
er is placed above the vowel. 

Transcription 

Mj^ieg/ "first stick," i.e. 1st 
tonal marker 

Low or falling tone (see below) 

/mdjthoo/ 2nd tonal marker 

Falling or high tone (see below) 

/mijtrii/ 3rd tonal marker 

High tone 

/mdjc&dt&waa/ 4th tonal marker 
Rising tone. 

The tonal values of these markers depend upon 
two conditioning factors, (1) the class of the syl* 
lable-initial consonant; see pp. 10*- 13, and (2) the 
nature of the syllable with which they are used, 
i.e. whether it is "live" or "dead"; see pp. 25-26. 
The rules are given in the following sections. 



Ssrmbol Name 

- - Ijjifjn 



0/ ^ 
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3# Tonal Markers and MIDDLE Consonants 



A« Live Syllables 

Vfnen used with a MIDDLE consonant Initiating a 
live syllable the four tonal markers Indicate the 
low, falling, high, and rising tones, respectively* 
Absence of a marker indicates the middle tone* 



MIDDLE CONSONANT WITH LIVE SYLLABLE 
Marker Value Example Transcription 



(none) Middle iJl 



Low 



/paa/ to toss 
/pAa/ forest 



Falling iJl 

4c :^ ♦ 4i 



High 



in 



Rising in 



/pfia/ elder aunt 
♦ * ♦ ♦ 



/k6e/ to be counterfeit 
(< Chinese) 

/k«e/ to be chic (< Chin.) 



^1 



/cfta/ yes? (ans. when 
called— -intimate) 



Normal and Rare Tones 

The normal tones for MIDDLE consonants with live 
syllables are the first three, i.e. those above the 
row of asterisks. The last two tones are relatively 
rare and are found raoetly in the following types of 
words: (1) particles, (2) onomatopoetlc or affective 
words, (3) recent loanwords taken from Chinese or 
^ -lish. 
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B» Dead Syllables 

When used with a MIDDLE consonant initiating a 
de&d syllable^ the sane rules apply except that ab^ 
sence of a marker indicates the low tone. 

MIOPIA CONSONANT WITH DEAD SYLUBIB 
Marker Value Example Transcription 



(none) Low 



/c&^/ will, shall 



/ckd/ to prepare 



UtJfJ 

4c « « )0c 



/bidg/ to say to 
* * ♦ * 



Falling 



High 



Rising 



lfl8 

4c 4c 



/cft^/ yes (intimate) 

/tOb/ (imitative similar 
to Eng. ^thud**) 

/^Ciag/ (imit* of vomit- 
ing sotmd) 

/td^/ table (< Chinese) 

/c^g/ Chinese person 

( informal) (< Chin.) 

/ctiag/ pure (of white) 
vrestr. modifier) 

4c 4c 4c 4c 
* 4c 4c 4c 

/ciV yas? (ans. when 
called*-* intimate) 



er|c 
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Points to Remember 

(1) The first tonal marker Is NEVER used with 
<i*ad syllables since the low tone Is shown by ab- 
sence of a marker. 

(2) The middle tone does not occur with dead 
syllables except as an alternate pronunciation of 
the short-vowel subvarlety known as "neutralized" 
syllables (p. 26). 

Normal and Rare Tones 

The most common tonal indication for doad sylla- 
bles initiated by a MIDDLE consonant Is the low 
tone shown by absence of a marker. ' The remaining 
tones occur only with particles, 'onomatopoetlc or 
affective words, and with recent Chinese or English 
loanwords (cf. p. 28), 

For all practical purposes one can say that the 
fourth tonal marker is NEiVfiR used in dead syllables. 
The one and only such example that has been found in 
the recent Thai-Thai Dictionary Is the one given. It 
is obviously a shortened or "clipped" form of /cfia/ 
(see p. 28) vrtilch has the same usage. 

4. Tonal Markers and HIGH Consonants 

A. Live Syllables 

There are only three tones used with live sylla- 
bles initiated by HIGH consonants. These are the 
r^slnf; tone, shown by absence of a marker, and the 
lojf and falling tones, shown by the 1st and 2nd 
tonal markers, respectively. Other tones are taken 
care of In the writing system by the use of LOVf con- 
sonants, as shown in the next section (pp. 32-34). 
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HIQH CONSONANT WITH LIVE 8YLUBLE 
Marker Value Ex^ple Transcription 



(none) Rising lUn 
- Low lun 



/khSw/ he, she, they 
/khAw/ knee 
/kh4w/ to enter 



Falling Ifll 



B« Dead Syllables 

When a HIGH consonant Initiates a dead syllable 
absence of a tonal marker indicates the low tone* 
Any other tonal indication is RARE under these cir* 
ciunstances, but see the fourth example below« 

HIGH CONSONANT WITH D EAD SYLLABLE 
Marker Value Example Transcription 



(none) Low 



lifts /cYxV/ to be damp, wet 
Bu /sib/ ten 



^fl /thdiug/ to be right 



Falling j3h4h 



/mAgkhftg/ very (of degree 
of obesity) 
(restr* modifier) 



ERIC 



M 

5« Tonal Markers and LOW Condonanta 

A* Live Syllables 

When a LOW consonant Initiates a live syllable » 
Absenee of a barker indicates the middle tone, the 
ist marker indicates the fallln/a; tone, and the 2nd 
marker indicates the high tone. 





LOW CONSONANT WITH tlV^ SYLLABI^ 


Marker 


Value 


Example 


Transcription 


(none) 


Middle 




/thaa/ to smear 


i 


Falling 




/thfta/ port 




High 


ft/ 

VII 


/thda/ to dare 



Be Dead Syllables 

When a LOW consonant Initiates a dead syllable. 
It makes a difference whether the vowel Is SHORT or 

LONOe 

If the vowel Is SHORT, absence of a marker Indi- 
cates the high tone, and in rare Instances the 1st 
marker Is used to Indicate the falling tone* More- 
over > with vowels not normally marked as short (ex- 
cept in those cases where - /mAjtAjkhtSu/ can be 
usedi see p, 18) the 1st marker Indicates a SHORT 
vowel under the falllni; tone» 

If the vowel Is LONO, absence of a marker indi- 
cates the falling tone, and in rare Instances the 
2nd marker is used to indicate the hig^h tone. 
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LOW C ONSONANT WITH SHORT VOWEL ig gEAfi SY LUBIE 
Marker Value , Example Transcription 



(none) High (It /lA^/ to abandon 

Hi /Idb/ to be secret 

Falling tit /khftV yas (woman spj 

flh^t^ /nttfigkhAg/ very (of de- 
gree of obesity) 

i I 

Ofjnuon /13gUg/ to be restless, 
shiftyi inattentive 

LOW CONSONANT WITH LONQ VQfWEL JCH fiEAB SYLUBLE 
Marker Value Example Transcription 

(none) Falling Ifjjh /phftud/ to talk, say 

* ♦ ♦ * * ♦ ♦ ♦ 

- High {(n /ch«8d/ shirt « Eng.) 

RareTones 

The use of the 1st marker with a short vowel in 
dead syllables occurs almost exclusively with parti- 
cles, and these are few in number. In any other cir- 
cumstances it is extremely rare. 

The use of the 2nd marker with a long vowel in 

dead syllables is also very rare and occurs almost 

r-o^^ exclusively In certain loanwords from English. Such 
tKjL 
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words are also sometimes spelled with the 3rd marker 
Instead of the 2nd, but this is considered incorrect 
by many, viz, 

l?fl /ch^ad/ Shirt (< Eng.) 

The 2nd marker Is used because it is associated with 
the high tone when used with LOW consonants, while 
the 3rd marker is used by some because it is unam- 
biguously associated with the high tone through its 
use in that function with MIDDLE consonants (p. 29). 

6. The Pairing of HIGH and LOW Consonants 

The HIGH consonants (p. 12) are always voiceless 
aspirated stops or voiceless spirants , and for each 
HIGH consonant (or set of HIGH consonants identical- 
ly pronounced) there Is a corresponding 1X)W consonant 
(or set of LOW consonants identically pronounced.) 
This "pairing" of the HIGH and LOW aspirated stops 
and spirants is shown in the chart below. The obso- 
lete letters of the velar series are omitted. 



ASPIRATED STOPS AND SPIRANTS 



HIGH 






s 1 ^ 


u 


IJ 


n u (f 


w 


LOW 


fi « 


V 01 


^ « 1 VI t 

■ 1 






u 


0 



In order to learn the proper spelling of Thai 
syllables beginning in aspirated stops or spirants 
it is necessary to keep these two c^^ries in mind at 
all times and to be able to shift from a HIGH to a 
LOW aspirated stop or spirant at a moment's notice. 
The reason for this is that it is impossible to in- 
cate the five tones used with live syllable** and 
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thd three normally used with dead syllables without 
Using both series of consonants* The manner in which 
this shifting takes place in live syllables is Il- 
lustrated in the chart below. A DASH indicates that 
the syl3.able having the tone indicated cannot be 
written with the consonant series indicated • 

LOW AND HIGH SM^S IN LIVE 3YLLABI£8 

Transcription 

/khaaq/ jaw 

/khkar)/ top (toy) 

LO\f /khfiaq/ long-tailed 
monkey 

HIGH /khftajj/ side 
/khdaq/ to remain over 
/khfiaij/ egg « Camb.) 

The chart reveals that in live syllables the 
falling tone may be written either way, but no other 
ambiguity exists. As far as pronunciation la con- 
cerned it makes no difference whether a HIGH or a 
LOW consonant is used. However i certain words must 
be spellad one way, others the othe\* way. It thus 
turns out that s6me homonyms are distinguished in 
writing by this means. But homonyms are also dis- 
tinguished by employing different identically pro- 
Q nounced HIGH or LOW consonants. 




T ne LOW HIGH 

Mli lie fil^ 

Low 

Falling ft'^'J HI'' 

High fil^ 

Rising II'J 



36 

The manner of shifting from the LOW to the HIOH 
series in dead syllables is illustrated below. The 
rare tones are omitted (see pp* 31 and 33) # 

LOW AND HIGH SERIES IN DEAD SYLLABLES ^ 
Tone LOW HIOH Transcription 

Short Vowel 



Low 



High 



ft /kh&b/ to drive 



Ahdb/ to be tight 



Loni; Vowel 



Low 



UtAJ 



/thfeeb/ region^ section 



Falling IMU — /thScb/ almost, nearly 



7, The Conversion of Sonorants 

All consonant symbols read as voiced sonorants 
are inherently LOW» In order to have a means by 
which all five tones may be written with syllables 
beginning in a voiced sonorant it is necessary to 
have some method of converting the LOW series of 
voiced sonorants into HIGH consonants* The device 
used for this purpose is to place the HIGH conson* 
ant M /hSa hlib/ in front of the LOW sonorant which 
Is to be convez«ted» See the chart on p* 38t 

When U serves in this function it is Icnown as 
W Vh /hSo nam/ "h-preceding« (or "h-leading») and 
O pronounced * The resulting cluster of conson- 



fintd is then treated as a HIOK consonant and the 
value of the tonal markers used Is the same as tor 
the Inherently HIGH consonants (pp. 30-31). This 
is illustrated in the charts below and on the fol« 
lowing page. The tonal markers and superscript 
Vowels are placed over the second consonant of the 
cluster. 

CONVERTED HIGH 80K0RANT Di LIVE SYLLABLE 
MarKer Value Example Transcription 

(none) Rising VIU1 



Low 



/nfta/ to be thick 
/nSoi nkA/ custard apple 
/n4a/ face; front 



Palling WU1 



CONVERTED HIGH SONORANT III DgAB SYLLABLE 
Marker Value Example Transcription 



(none) Low 



vkIu 



/mi'*/ to be suitable I 
fit, fitting 

/jib/ to pick up 
/llig/ to evade 



Just as LOW aspirated stops and spirants are 
paired with HIGH aspirated stops and spirants (see 
p. 34) , so unconverted LOW sonorants are paired with 
converted HIGH sonorants, as shown on the following 
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page* As tit as the writer has been able to ascer- 
ttiin^ two of the aonoranta, U and It, do not happen 
to occur in converted form and they are therefore 
omitted* 



SONORANTS 



LOW 




9 




u 






1 


HIGH 






m 




w 




Ml 



The chart immediately below illustrates the way 
in which all five of the tones may be written with 
syllables beginning in a voiced sonorant. Both un- 
converted and converted sonorants must be used, and 
the proper spelling of words involving the ambiguity 
in respect to the falling tone (compare p. 35) must 
always be memorized. 

Ifitf MB HIGH SONORANTS IN LIVE SYLLABLES 

Transcription 

/naa/ paddy field 

/n5ojn|a/ custard apple 

LOW /nfta/ inducing to. 
-able (e.g. lo vable ) 

HIGH /n&a/ facej front 

/nA&/ yoimger maternal 
uncle or aunt 

/nfia/ to be thick 

O 



Tone LOW HIGH 

Middle lil 

Low Ut\m') 

i V 

Palling 141 vmi 

High Ul — 

Rising imi 
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LOW AND iLM SONORANTS IN DEAD SYLLABLES 
tone LOW HIGH Transcription 

Short Vowel 

Low Mdij /l&b/ to close (the eyes) 

High ill /14b/ to be secret 



Long Vowel 



Low 



WMin /miag/ areca nut 



Palling Jlin 



/m&ag/ to be much; very 



Rare Tones 

Rare tones (i*e* the 1st tonal marker with a 
short vowel in a dead syllable and the 2nd tonal 
marker with a long vowel in a dead syllable) oc- 
casionally occur with unconverted LOW sonorants* 
The remarks on p* 33 therefore pertain to sonor- 
ants as well as to aspirated stops and spirants* 
Examples ; 



uus 



/nfiV (particle used to 
call attention to smthg*) 

/ndod/ notes (< Eng.) 



Comment . The consonant lA is not the only si- 
lent letter used for purposes of conversion* 
The consonant € has a similar use in rare in- 
stances. See the following section* 
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8« Speolal Method of Converting the 

Palatal Semivowel 

In the modern Thai language there are four com- 
mon words in which the aonorant U is converted into 
a MlODLE consonant by means of a preceding €• When 
used in this function t is known as € l/l /^do nam/ 
^glottal stop-precedingw ("glottal stop-leading") 
and is got pronounced > 

FOUR WORDS SPEUf.D WITH l/l 
Transcription 

/Jia/ don^t, do not (prohibitive) 
/jtiu/ to stay, remain, be at (a place) 
/ikBT)/ kind, sort, variety^ like 
/j&ag/ to wish, wish to ... 

All other instances in which fl precedes a sonorant, 
including other instances in which it precedes U, 
are covered by a different set of rules. See the 
discussion and examples on pp. 50 and 52-S3« 

Comment s The spelling of the four words shown 
above must be memorized* Two of them are homonyms 
with other words spelled with V U*1, viz* 

Transcription 

/jAa/ to divorce ... (spouse) 
/j&ag/ (see the two examples below) 
/j&agj^a/ discarded material 
/j&agjftj/ cobwebs 



Spelling 



spelling 

Win 
win i lie 
vniinlti 



CHAPTER IV 



INITIAL 00 K SONANTS 

1. Regular and Irregular Initial Consonants 

A study of the list of cbnsonants (pp« 6-9) shows 
that a great many of them have identical pronuncia- 
tions in Initial position* The distinction between 
those of the HIGH and those of the LOW series Is a 
necessary one for the purpose of indicating the vari- 
ous tones I pp. 34-36) • But even after allowance for 
this distinction has been madei there still remain 
many consonants of identical pronunciation within the 
same series # It is therefore advantageous to know 
which of two or more Identically p3:^)nounced conson- 
ants of the same series may be considered the regtilar 
spelling for a given consonant sound and which may be 
considered irregular > See the chart below* 



Pronunciation Regular Iiregular 
Initially Spelling Spelling 

S T OPS 



k- 


MIODLE 


n 




kh- 


HIGH 


11 




kh- 


LOW 


fl 


« 


c- 


MIDDLE 






ch- 


HIGH 






ch- 


LOW 


H 




d- 


MIDDLE 


fl 




t- 


MIDDLE 


fl 


t 



Very rarely H, 
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Pronunciation 
Initially 



th- HIGH 
th- LOW 



Regular 
Spelling 



Irregular 
Spelling 



STOPS (CONT>) 



0 



U. YJ, «. But ia 
also read /d-/ MIDDI£ 
In a few words. 



b- 


HIDDI£ 


U 




P- 


MIDDI£ 


IJ 





ph- 


HIOK 


CI 





ph- 


LOW 


n 






MIDDi£ 


f) 








S P I R A 


NTS 


8- 


HIGH 


H 




S- 


LOW 







f- 


HIGH 


d 





f- 


LOW 


H 





h- 


HIGH 


n 





h. 


LOW 


d 








S 0 N 0 R A 


NTS 


fl- 


LOW 






n- 


LOW 




u 


m- 


LOW 


U 




J- 


LOW 


u 


9 


r- 


LOW 


t 




U 


LOW 


0 
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Moat words having irregular spelling as to ini- 
tial consonants are of foreign origin (particularly 
of Pali or Sanskrit origin), but not all such words 
belong in this category. 

Examples of common or reasonably contnon words 
v*lch have irregular spelling as to syllable-initial 
consonant are given below. 



Example 



Inn 
u 



Transcription 

/khfta/ to kill 

/k&chae/ tree (< Canb.) 

Not a conutton word* VERT RARE cons« 



tt t^^^'m /kArigk&daakhoa/ July 



RiCii- hx m-) 



Additional irregularities in this 
and the following examples are 
discussed in later sections* 

/pAtib&d/ to do, act 

/th&&nA'>/ status, position 

/thas/ you (sp. to intimates) 

/naathii/ minute (of time) 

Here H is /th-/ LOW. 

/band Id/ pundit 

Here is /d-/ MIDDLE, 

/thftw/ to be old, aged 

/phfiag/ part, section 

/phaasfia/ language 

/s6og/ sorrow} to be sorrowful 

/n&'>/ At, in, of (place or time) 

/jAa/ grass 

/kiilaa, kilaa/ sport (s), athletics 
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2* Initial Consonant Clusters 
and Groupings 

All sorts of consonants may be written adjacent 
to one another at the beginning of the syllable but 
not all of these are pronounced as consonant clus* 
ters» Therefore only those which can be pronounced 
as true clusters will hereafter be called "consonant 
clusters. " Those which cannot be so pronounced are 
termed »^ consonant groupings 

Syllable initial consonant clusters and groupings 
fall into three genera] subclasses: (1) Those pro- 
nounced as true consonant clusters i p« 46; (2) those 
pronounced as single consonants i pp, 47-48; and» as 
the most numerous subclass j (3) those pronounced 
in two syllables with intervening xinwritten vowel, 
pp»49-53. There is one general tonal rule which nor- 
mally holds for all of these subclasses , viz. 

If the second consonant is a sonorant the ini- 
tial consonant is normally the governing con- 
eonant and the cluster or group^.is claseified 
as MIDDLE, HIGH, or LOW depending on the clas- 
sification of the first consonant* Examples; 

Ml /klfta/ to dare 

HOIU /khwSan/ ax 

INItJU /phr5ara/ to be ready, set 

Sporadic exceptions are discussed on pp. 52-53* 

The arrangement of accompanying tonal and vocalic 
symbols with respect to clusters and groupings is 
also important ♦ The rules follow; (1) All vowel sym- 
bols which follow single consonants are placed after 
the second consonant of the cluster or the grouping # 
(2) Those which precede single consonants are placed 



before the first consonant except In clroumstances 
described on ppi S2-53# (3) All tonal markers and 
superscript vowel symbols are written over the sec- 
ond consonant* (4) All subscript vowel symbols are 
written under the second consonant* (5) Each paxi^ 
of a complex vowel symbol is subject to that one of 
>/he preceding rules which is appropriate to it* The 
examples below illustrate these rules in order* 



(1) 




/plaa/ fish 






/tikiaad, ta-/ market 


(2) 


uiki 


/plee/ to translate 






/phlee^/ song 


(3) 




/khr^/ timsi instance 






/chAnld, chaV icindi sort 


(4) 




/khruu/ teacher 


(5) 


itif ir 


/phr$V because 






/s&m8d| saV to be even; 
always 



Syllables which begin in a consonant cluster or 
grpuoing and contain the short unwritten o-^vowel 
followed by a consonant will be written as three con« 
sonants in a roW| e*g* 

ftftiJ • /klora/ to be round 

ttUU /th&nSn, tha-/ street 

3* True Consonant Clustera 

The phonetic composition of true consonant clus« 
ters is (1) an unaspirated or aspirated voiceless 
stop followed by (2) /r/^ /l/, or /w/* The chart on 
the following page shows the permissible clusters 
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arranged according to series (as determined by the 
first consonant)* 

PERMISSIBLE CONSONANT CLUSTERS 



MIDDLE 


fit 






fir 


iJr 


iJd 


HIGH 




in 


11 






(Id 


LOW 


ht 


tifi 


til 









Examples 



nr- 


Iff ^ 


/kron/ caee 




u 


/klAa/ to dare 


■ • # 




/kw&a/ more than 




If i ^ 


/ti^oii/ to be sti^aifipht 






/pr&tuU| pra-/ door 


uir" 




/piaa/ iisn 


«- 




/c&wkhrtta/ rich man 




liti'j 


/khl3oi)/ herd (of elephants) 




111 


/khwaa/ right (side) 






RARE 


Uft- 


UCJft 


/phlge/ (a) wound 


fij- 




/khr^ajj/ instrumentation 


tift- 


'tIftlU 


/khl^aj/ to resemble 






/khwan/ smoke 


YIT- 




/phrC4)nli/ tomorrow 






/phlddj/ precious stone 



Note that some of the "irregular** initial conson- 
"iS^^ (PP* 41<»42) coinciding in pronunciation with some 
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of those above (e»g» £]• ti "M, f ) do not happen 
to occur in true clusters t 

4* Special Initial Consonant Groupings 
Pronounced as Single Consonants 

Initial consonant groupings pronounced as single 
consonants always have X as their second consonant* 
In general one need only remember that the T Is sl« 
lent» One combinationi howeveri is unique In that 
the pronounced consonant bears no relation to either 
of the component written consonants (rule 1 below) • 

Rule 1* The combination YiT-ls usually ti^onounced 
/s/ and the series is LOWt 

Pronounced /s-/ LOW 

Vit- WIU /saaj/ (1) sand, (2) hog-deer 

W\M /sftab/ to know (elegant word) 

Imt /sfi^j/ banyan (tree) 

YiU Aoij/ (1) form, structure. (2) Pre- 

cedes verbs if sp» of royalty* 

VlfW /sAb/ wealth, money 

(The new symbol - Is a cancellation 
slgni p» 63*) 

Vl^fi /sdd/ to subsidSi drop (as Into chair) 

nTtVIT')>J /krks\xA3i^ kra-/ ministry (of gov^t) 

Rule 2. The combinations ttX- and are usually 
pronounced /s/, HIGH scries* 

Pronounced /s-/ HIGH 

fij- fit /sli/ splendor, excellence, glory 

IffTUjf^l /8&edth&kid, -tha-/ economics 



«H Ifliuj Medthli/ rich person, millionaire 
IflTI /sftw/ to be sad, sorrowful 
Ifin ItlJI /86og$&w/ to be sad I sorrowfxd 



ii^ t\tM /siij/ neck ornament, bracelet 
it^A /s&a^j/ to 5et sober 
dt^^ /sftafl/ to build, construct 

to be finished, through 
iJtskS?^ /prAsfted, pra-/ to be excellent 
tn MV (1) pond* (2) to shampoo 

Comment # The last example above, comprisiog 
two homonyms, is additionally a homograph with 
still another word of different pronunciation 
and meaning (see the rxdes on pp* 49-50), viz# 

dJS /s&rA^, sa-/ vowel 

Rule 3» In one important and very common word the 
combination 'VJ- is pronounced /c/, MIDDLE series* 

Pronounced /c-/ MIDDLE 

'^X- i^A /cifl/ to be true, sincere 

in other Instances this combination is not so pro- 
nounced (see pi 50)* 

Exceptions 

Every one of the combinations discussed in this 
section can also be pronounced in accordance with 
the rules given in the iramedUtely following sec- 
tion (pp* 49-50) * The spelling rules are therefore 
entirely arbitrary and the examples in both sections 
, amst be memori«ed for ease in reading and writing* 
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6# Initial Consonant Oroupingd Pronounced 
in Two Syllables 

Initial consonant groupings which arg not or can*- 
not be pronounced as true clusters (pp. 45*46) or as 
single consonants (pp* 47-48) are pronounced in two 
syllables by the intrusion of an unwritten vowel af** 
ter the first of the two consonants* In most cases 
this intruded vowel is /-a-/i as described below; 
but In rare Instances It is /-ddV*^ ^^s dis- 

cussed on pp. 51*52« 

The normal rules for determining the tones of 
the intruded syllable and the syllable which follows 
It are given below wi1;h exaaples. Bxceptions are 
illustrated on pp« 52-53 • 

A. HIGH Consonant Preceding 
A preceding HIGH consonant converts a following 
low sonorant Into a HIGH consonant. Both syllables 
are then pronounced according to the rules for HIGH 
consonants. In rapid speechi however, the first syl- 
lable (containing the Intruded Aa-/) Is subject to 
a neutralization of tone* This means that the vowel 
is pronounced on a middle tofte. This pronunciation 
la shown below as a variant after a comma* 

/s4m8s, sa-/ to be evenj always 
/sAmlan, sa-/ olerk, office worker 
/thinSn, tha-/ street, road 
/fAriaj, fa-/ Occidental 
Ahi^jlii kba-/ to squeeze, crush 
/aknixgf sa-/ to have fun, be amused 
/ph&nieg, pha-/ department 
/ch&lftad, cha-/ to be clever 



tmu 

utmn 
o sunn 
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Bt MIDDLE Consonant Preceding 

A preceding MIDDLE consonant converts a follow- 
irgLOW sonorant into a MIDDLE consonant* Both syl** 
lables are then pronounced according to the rules 
for MIDDLE consonants • In rapid speech the first 
syllable is subject to neutralization* 





/c6r88n, ca-/ to progress, advance 




/t&'liij, ta-/ bank, shore 




/'Arbj, 'a-/ to be delicious 




/'AgCin, 'a-/ grape 


nun 


A&nig, ka-/ gold (literary word) 


min 


/t&16g, ta-/ to be amusing, humorous 




/t41&ad, ta-/ market, market place 




/c&mtlug, ca-/ nose 



C* Unconverted. Consonants 

With all other combinations of consonants no con- 
versions take place. Therefore each of the two con- 
sonants governs the tone of its own syllable in ac-* 
cordance with the rules for its own series, whatever 
that may be. In rapid speech neutralization occurs* 



dU'lU y^&baaj, sa-/ to be well, comfortable 

/s&ti^i sa-/ mind| consciousnesa 

Hftld /s&thfianii, sa-/ station (railroad) 

diHltl /sAhfiaj, sa-/ friend 

djll /s&phaa, sa-/ house, body (organiza- 

tion) 

iVn^t /chilphi^, cha-/ to be special 

KWIJ /thdhfian, tha-/ soldier, member of an 

O armed force 



/chdnldi cha-/ kind/ sort, variety 
VU^ /ph&mA^f pha-/ Burma; Burmese 

UJn /ndr6g, na-/ hell 

D» Variations in Spelling 

Prior to the appearance of the latest Thai dic- 
tionary issuect by the Ministry of Education in 1950, 
some of the words listed under C above were spelled 
with written inserted after the first consonant. 
The McFarland Thai-English Dictionary, widely used 
by English-speaking students of Thai, was issued be* 
fore the time of this change and therefore has the 
old spelling for such words. A few examples are: 

Mew Way Old Way Transcription 

IHYIIS Sxtms /chAphj-^, cha-/ to be special 

uQti urilfi /chdnld, cha-/ kind, sort, variety 

Ittil Wrji^ /phdm&a, pha-/ Burma; Burmese 



Many other words having similar sound combinations 
are still spelled with e.g. 

Htd /chdnii, cha-/ gibbon 

MSlft /th41ee, tha-/ sea 

For other examples the student is referred to the 
writer^s THAI VOCABULARY (ACLS, 1955). 

6. The Intruded Vowel /-oo-/ ^ /-o-/ 

In special cases an initial consonant grouping 
^ich cannot be pronounced as a true consonant clus- 
ter is pronounced in two syllables by the intrusion 
of /-OD-/ or sometimes /-o-/ in rapid s ^i.ocl if the 
first consonant is MIDDUE or LOW. Most of W group- 
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1x1^8 which co&e In this category contain 1J» U» Vli 
or t followed by J* but other types of examples oc- 
cur sporadically. (Any additional spelling irregu- 
larities in the examples below are taken up later*) 



1>- 


mu 


/booroin, bo-/ supreme 






/baorlbuun, bo-/ to be complete 






/boorlween, bo-/ environs, vicinity 






/boorisad) bD-/ company > firm 






/bDorlstid, bo-/ to be pure 






/'^iithlbDDdiii '^a-.t-bo-/ head of a 

department 


u- 




/mDor4k6d, mDra-/ emerald 






/mD0r4d6g, mora-/ inheritance 






/mo^rdsiJmi mora-/ monsoon 


VH 




/thDDrAwaan, thora-/ to persecute 


1H 


ltd 


/thDDrAnii, thora-/ the world, earth 


t- 




/cDDrdkhde, cora-/ crocodile 






/mdh^DrAsftbi ma-..-ra-/ (an) enter- 
tainment 




7. 


Exceptions in the Treatment of 



Consonant Qroupings 



It my be stated as a general rule that an ini- 
tial HIGH or MIDDLE consonant will govern the tone 
of a follo;fing LOW son^^rant when no written vowel 
intervenes (pp. 49-50), but this rule is not an in- 
variable one. In some cases a following LOW sonor- 
aht will remain LOW. In such cases, too, the nor- 
mally proposed I- and 1- vowels will be placed In 
i^^^ttt of the second instead of the first consonantj 
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ae^i for Instancei the third example cited below* 

the unconverted LOW sonorant is underlined in the 
phonetic transcription below* Any additional spell"* 
ing irregidarities are explained later* 



Unconverted LOW Sonorants 





/s&aaakhom, 


sa-/ club, society 




/s&Qaachlg, 


aa-/ member {of a club) 




/s&jnoosSoni 


sa-/ club, association 






-ha-/ vehicle 




/prajaiiiii, 


-sa-/ mail, post 




/'antSjaad, 


'a-/ to permit, allow 






a-/ permission 




/'AJtfdthAjaa, 'a-,.-tha-/ Ayutthaya 
* (Ayuthia) 



It may also be stated as a general rule that when 
two consonants which are written together compriee a 
permissible consonant cluster they will be pronounced 
as such (p* 46) • But here again there are exceptionS| 
as ehown in the examples below* 



Consonant Groupings Instead of Clusters 





/k&rt^aa, ka-/ mercifulness 


n1 


/k&wii, ka-/ poet 


lJ?JJ1M 


/p&rlmaan, pa-/ quantity, supply 




/plirinjaa, pa-/ diploma, degree 




/'ant&raaj, -ta-/ harm, injury 


IMS 


/phdlA', pha-/ (physical) strength 



Many other examples of such except ions can be 
O )und in any dictionaryi but most words of this type 
E^^re literary or otherwise specialized. 



CHAPTER V 



FINAL AND MEDIAL CONSONANTS 

1* Voiced Sonorants in Final Position 

There are ten voiced sonorant symbols whose pro- 
nunciation in initial position is the same as the 
initial letter of the na:;ie attached to the symbol. 
As far as spelling is concerned all of these may 
occur in syllable final as well as syllable initial 
position, yflbwever, the only sonorant sounds which 
can normaily kccnr in final position are /-j, ^w, 
-Oi ~n/-m/. I Because of this limitation some of 
the written eymbols have a special pronunciation 
when occurring in syllable final position, as shown 
in the chart below. 



VOICED SONORANTS IN FINAL POSITION 



Syjhbol 






U 


tJ 


-I 


Phon, Velue 
when Final 




-n 


-m 


-d 


-w 



The regular spelling for final /-n/ is li as is shown 
by underlining in the chart above. The other symbols 
represent Irregular spelling. Tlie symbol ^ was ori« 
ginally a palatal nasal /n/, but it is novr pronounced 
as a palatal semivowel /j-/ in initial position and 
as a dental nasal /-n/ in final position # The sym- 
bols fli Hi and 1 are all pronounced /-n/^ their horn- 
organic nasal, when found in syllable final position* 

Examples of important words having Irregular 
spelling In respect to syllable final voiced sonor- 
ants are shown on the following page« 
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Irr«gu.lar Final Sonorants 
-tt iJjSjJIW /priaaan/ about, approximately 

IfA /khun/ you (to equals)} (title placed 

it'M* / - ,. D^^o»"e^giyen name)} goodness 
aifflj) /aaiakhan/ to be important 

/aanjaa/ to promise 

HI f11fl /taan/ sugar palra (tree) 

fjUlft /ridthAbaan, -tha-/ the government (see 

HI ik^-itA /plaawaan/ whale ^* 

-J /kaan/ work} act of ...-ing 

VmiT /thdhfian, tha-/ soldier 

fi'JWIT /^aahfian/ food 

f^'JJ /khuan/ ought to, should 

PxceptiOD^« Some speakers of Thai who have 
learned English will sometimes pronounce final 
y-V in English loanwords* For such words two 
pronunciations are shown^ e.g# 

ljnut«(l /ftSdbdon WdbDol/ football (< Eng.) 

2« Special Rules Concerning and 

When a single T follows another consonant and at 
the eame time stands at the end of the syllable it 
Is pronounced /-DDn/* Important examples aret 

HIT /phDDn/ blessing^ blessings 

/^igs5Dn/ letter of the alphabet 

WfiT /ndkhooni na-/ city 

t^itit /14khodn| la*/ play, drama 

(AjJtlT /s&moosSan, sa-/ club, association 

RJC ^'"^^ /thftawoon/ to be permanent, endur\tig 



When double t follows a consonant it i'4 pro- 
nounctd (i) as /•an/ If ho oth$r pronounced conson- 
ant followd in the same syllable > and (2) as /-a-/ 
if another pronounced colteonant does follow* Double 
1 is often referred to as t iKl /rod hftn/# Exanpledt 

Double I read as /-an/ 
MjtftJ /kankraj/ scissors 
UJT^ /bancii^/ to fill 
UTT^n /bantbdg/ to load, load onto 
UtTlWI /banthaw/ to get relief > be relieved 
ti'itth /siwfin, sa-/ heaven 

Double t read as /-a-/ 

fiJJJI /km/ misfortune; object (of a verb) 

nBfUJJJ /kislkan, ka-/ agriculture 

tTTU /tham/ Buddhist teaching i dharma 

tTTUM /thammddaai -^ma-/ to be conmoni ordi-- 

nary (eee p»60) 

3» Stops and Spirants in Final Position ' 

There are thirty^four consonant symbols for stops 
and spirants* Of these ^ two of the velar stops are 
no longer used in any position (p^ 6) and an addition 
al six are never written in final positipn as conson 
ants to be pronounCed# In other \^rdS| they do not 
function as syllable-olosing consonants* These six 
consonants are the following: 

ti U (i » fi 6 

Although $ doeo not occur in final position as a 
:|^|(-onant symboli It does occur at the end of sylla- 
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bUs ae part or all of certain vowel symbols (p. 21) ♦ 

The remaining twenty-six symbols for stops and 
spirants occur as written symbols in final position* 
but the majority of then have & different pronuncia- 
tion In this position f«tt what they have in sylla- 
ble initial positiorti The reason foic this is that in 
nonaal Thai speech voiceless aspirated and unaspir- 
ated stops and voiceless spirants do not occur as 
pronounced consonants in final position. The only 
stops which can be pronounced in this position are 
the voiced stops /-b, -d, -g/ and the glottal stop 
Z-**/. Pinal is not indicated by a definite con- 
sonant symbol in the writing system, but is repre- 
sented instead by the -S symbol employed for short 
vowels not followed by a ayliable-closing consonant 
(pp. 15 and 17) . There is therefore nothing further 
to be explained about this sound as far as the writ- 
ing system is concerned. The rules for the remain- 
ing stops and spirants occurring in final position 
are as follows t 

(1) Wnrda whteh have regular spelling for the 
stop sounds in final position employ fl for /-g/» 
n for /-d/, and U for /-b/. 

(2) All other types of arlJttgQ final stops 
and spirants are pronounced as /-g, -4i "^V de- 
pending upon their position of articulation. 
Hence all having the velar posit iott are pronounced 
/-g/i all in the palatal and dental < including re- 
troflex) position are pronounced /-d/, and all 
having t.he labial position are pronounced /-b/. 
See the summary chart >*ich is presented on the 
following page. 



o 

RIC 
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STOPS AND SPIRANTS IN PINAL POSITION 

Den t a 1 
Velar Palatal Retw. Dent, Labial 



Voiced 
Stops 

Voioelese 

Unaapirated 

Stops 

Voiceless 
Aspirated 
Stops 



Voiceless 
Spirants 



PHONETIC 
VALUE 











u 


n 


t 


£1 




li 


fl n 


















-g 


-d 


-b 



The six symbols mentioned on p« 56 as not occurring 
in final position are omitted from the chart. The 
symbols emplojred in regular spelling are enlarged, 
Examples of words having irregular spelling with re- 
spect to final stops and spirants are shown below. 

Irregular Final Stops and Spirants 

/Ifteg/ numeral, figure 

/r6og/ disease 

/m&eg/ cloud 

/triad/ to Inspect, examine 
/phfyi/ vegetation, plants 
/k6d/ rule, law 

/praak&d/ to appear, become manifest 
/rAi/ state, nation 



-fl 


ittfl 


-ti 


Iff. 


-ii 




-> 





















59 



-4 




/wlid/ to grow, prosper (literary) 






/chiiwld/ life 




tt) • 


/rdd/ ear 


-n 




/bliad/ baht, tioal (moneta):^ unit) 






/kr6od/ to be fijigry 


-ll 




/rtiub/ picture J form, shape 


-H 




/ph&ab/ picture , imags 






/Iftab/ acquisltioni gaiii, fortune 


•»«( 


lit t!i%kl( 
111 ^ llin 


/pi^^itthded) pra*/ country (nation) 






fuusjQsxf piuiJiQnipionv 


'hi;::;: 




/r6d/ taste, flavor 






E X 0 e p t ion s 



Somo speakers oit Thai who have learned English 
soffletloes pronoimde sylUble iin«^^ and /«e/ In 
recent English loanwords » For $uOh >K>rds two pronun-« 
ciat Ions are showni Oig* 

Mftli . /kjjb ^ k55f/ golf {< EngJ 

Itmnii /thennid >v thennls/ tonnls «En^«) 

4* Medial Consonants, Having 
Double Function 

Some Qedial consonants which stand before another 
consonant I as far as spelling is concerned i have a 
double function which may be described as follows i 

(1) The consonant is pronounced at the end of the 
syllable in conformance with the rules given for 
finals on pp* 54-^55 (sonorants) and ppt 56«S9 ( stops 
6 and spirants) I and 
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(2) th6 consonant i« pronounoed a second tlis^ as 
a syliable on its own isicoount with ths addition 
of art Intruded /-a-/ after the manner of initial 
consonant groupings pronounced in two syllables 
(see paragraphs A arid » below) | or, in rarer In- 
stances, it initiates a new syllable pronounced 
with following written vowel (paragraph 0 below). 

Because of the limitations on the phonetic level in 
respect to permitted final consonants, a medial con- 
sonant with double function often haa two different 
sounds, one in its fimction as a syllable final con- 
sonant and another in its function as a syllable Ini- 
tial consonant. The rules for the tones on the in- 
truded syllable (if any) and on the syllable which 
follows it are the same as those for initial conson- 
ant groupings pronounced in two syllables ( pp* 49-50). 



A. Medial Sonorants with Double Fimction 
?fiU\yH /khunndphftab, -na-/ quality 

/wanndrfiog, -na-/ tuberculosis 
/thinnfikDon, -na-/ the sun (elegant) 
/khoBundnaakhom, -ma-/ communication 
/kammAkaan i -ma-/ committee 



RIC 



citilu 



/thammddaa, -ma-/ to be common, ordin- 

ary 

/phanrdjaa, -ra-/ wife (elegant) 

Here the second > of a double > has 
double f\uict ion. See Comment 2 and 
also paragraph D below. 

/ph8iii|m4aj, -la-/ fruit (elegant) 

/phonlAmyao > -la-/ population 

/^ftwaJjAwd*, '>a-..-ja-/ organ (of the 
— - body) 
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Comment JL« A$ Tt and 1 are hot found in 
medial position with double function* 

Commeif^t 2* } does not occur in this ftmction 
except when double I Is involved • Itistead medial i 
followed by another written consonant is pronounced 
In some words as /-n/ (i*e« as a syllable final) and 
in other words a's Ar4-/ (i^e^ as a syllable in its 
own right) > but not in both functions, e«g» 

UMf\'^ /maaQdaa/ mother (elegant) 

tlUlJI^ /saaj2ftbaan> -ra-/ table of contents 

B» Medial Stops and Spirants with Double Function 



0- 


ijjn?! 


/pf6|k&ti', -ka-/ to be normal 






/ttSgkitaa, -ka-/ doll 






/36gk&pr6g, "ka-/ to be dirty 






/kidd&kaatti -ca-/ wrk, activity 






/r&a^ch^kaant -cha-/ gov^b service 






/rA<ith&baani »tha-/ the government 






/wddthdnaa^ -tha-/ to progress 






/c&d;^waa^ -ta-/ four (elegi and tech«) 






/wldthAjaa> -tha-/ a science 


-1)- 




/^Alddthllaai ^a-*,-tha-/ Ayutthaya 
^ (Ayuthla) 
/s&bp&daat -pa-/ week (elegant) 






/^ftbp&s&g, -pa-/ obstacle, difficulty 


-tl- 




/ph&abphAjon, -pha-/ motJ.on pictures 

(elegj 

A6bDhd.l6b4 '•pha-/ to emigrate 






/thdeds&baan, -ssa-/ municipalit/ 


ERIC 




Medial fii 1^ or {( may be pronounced as 
-ssa- Instead of -dsa- in rapid speechi 



llfliWI /kh6o^naa I •m*/ to advertise 

H(>i4i does not govern} «ed p# 62 
and contwiet with thonext exiuttpieV 

IllilUI /a&adaAhuat *S8a-/ * religion 

SoiQetimee double function inyolves a uedial con« 
aonant cluateri e#g# 

fntU^ /c &gkr& Jaant -kra-/ bicycle 

C. Double Function without Intruded Vowel 

In some cases double function is found without 
the addition of an intruded vowel i e«i% 

WygjUfjlfm /phrdch6e< ^i iphon/ name of a temple 

jWiJ /sil^ruu/ enemy j foe 

flhtl /^&d[traa/ rate (as of exchange) 

UlttT^ /mftajjltraa/ system (as of meaeurement) 

fltSII /s&thid|^i^i saV statistics 

D* Suppression of Double Fiuiction 

9ome words which were formerly pronounced with 
double function are now usually pronounced without 
it I and a few words fluctuate in pronunoiatlonf 

nxytil /phanrdjaa ^ phanjaa/ wife (elegant) 

Tm^^ /rHadb^il/ Ratburi (name of a town) 

IWJ^? /ph4db{irii/ Phetburi (name of a town) 

Until } ilrly recently the last two examples were ot^ 
ten pronounced /rftadchibilrlli ^chaV /ph6dchd« 
biirili -cha-/, respectively* 



6« Oancallatlon of Final Oonsonanta 

k spedlal dytebol known bjr the two namdS given 
below is often uis^d to show that a final consonant 
ia ttot^b be pwnouneed* 

t)J#Mlt) /mdjthanthikh^^ cancellation sign 

OlflitV /Kaaran/ cancellation eijgn 

A consonant that ie 80 cancelled is called by its 
name followed by the tern /kairan// e«g« 

« /too kaaran/ In the word niflifl^ 

Bxattples of Cancelled Final Consonants 

IJMI /t\i^/ sorrow^ misery 

(Wl^tJ /s&taaq, sa<*/ stangi 1-lOOth tical 

iimn /rddjon/ automobile 

WlW A^ib/ vocabulary, words 

(JWIlWit /kumphaaphan/ February 

^rtl /phim/ to print 

U?^Jtl /boorlbuun, bo-/ to be complete 

i^ll . /s&d/ animal I beast 

ifltJ /s&d/ honesty 

nfVltJ /sib/ wealth, money 

UVn/lU /ph&ed/ physician, doctor (elegant) 

-$lifin?lf|IU /wan^aathld/ Sunday 

/wansil^/ Friday 

lllldit /wansftw/ Saturday 

AlMlM /s&bp&daa, -^pa-/ week (elegant) 

1^f( /woq/ race, family, stock 



XC iteUfl /poon/ pound (weight, moneyn<Engi) 



Sometimes two final consonants are silencM even 
though only the last is marked as such by the use of 
the cancellation sign, e.g* 

fii^Hr /wancan/ Monday 

flMfl/ Mad/ realm 

rlltlnj /s&ad/ branch or field of knowledge, 
as in the example below. 

{)Jlt(1{iflJ /phuuraisftad/ geography 

If the cancellation sign is placed over a consonant 
with superscript or subscript vowel, both are ren- 
dered silent, Combinations often so treated are --3 
and -^le.g. 

M /sid/ rights, privileges 

Also 3*lll /sidthl'/ 

D?^W8 /baorisM, ba-/ to be pure 

■ftlwi /wdd phoo/ Wat Pho (famous temple) 

iWl^ /phan/ kind, breed, species 

Sometimes a preceding consonant with superscript 
vowel is also rendered silent, e.g. 

f1*l?u' AAsAd, ka-/ king 

6, Unmarked Final Silent Consonants 

The cancellation sign is not invariably used to 
mark a final silent consonant. Sometimes a final 
consonant is silent even though unmarked. Such un- 
marked final silent consonant is most often i pre- 
ceded by a stop, e.g. 

/ekg/ machine (usually in compounds) 
tUftj /simAg, sa-/ to volunteer. Also fJjft. 
ERXC /ph6d/ diamond. See also p. 72. 



ij^M /M/ son (elegant) 

iJlil /bW/ card (as podtoard) 
^^^^^^ /mid/ fi^iend 

ilMltt^Vii /mdhflaslunM i ma^^ i -sa-/ ocean 
An unusuil type of example Is seen In 

tittU /khan/ pt^egnancyi uteres (elegant) 

This is the^ official spelling, but the spelling fijjji 
i«e# with added I is the one most often seen* 

7« Unmarked Nonfinal Silent Consonants 

Since the cancellation sign is very rarely used 
over any but final silent consonants^ most types of 
nonfinal silent consonants are uruiid.rked in any way* 
The silent consonant is ofteni but not alwa^i^i 

(t) dUJIIO /tUbhad/ to be able, capable 

llt'^JffUl /pr&adth&nlta, -tha-/ to desire, wish 

rfujJlyfi /kladtijdd/ honor 

Mm /slisii^/ head (elegj. Also ftjis, 

(VI) INnvwT /phraam/ Brahman 

(tt) IVnOBlin /ph^dchdkhdadi **cha«/ executioner 

E X c e p t i 0 n s 
Bven though it is an exceptional usage the can>" 
cellation sign is sometimes found with nonfinal con- 
sonantSi e*g« in the alternate spelling of the ele^ 
gant term for ^ead^ above* In particular it is so 
used in recent loanwords from English* But some such 
words are spelled now with and now without the can* 
cellation sign, e*g* 
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;j<ij ftttlli, ftMlll /k5ob N Waf/ golf « Eng.) 

ttelW /^»dtt/ fow (e.g. a priiited fom)t 

unifona [tor & aervant) (< Eng.) 

6. Pinal Consonanta ylth Silent Vowela 

SoMetimea a final aubaoript 7 or auperecrlpt ^ 
ia ailent even though there la no apeelal aynbol 
%(hleh can be uaed to indicate thia. The coablna- 
tiona aoat often found arei) and-^l, but Hit ^ 
*^ are alao found, e.g. 







/hh%d/ reaaon, cauae 






/th&ad/ element 






/eh^d/ nationality , race 






/j&ad/ relative, kin 






/klad/ honor 

/^lUidnUld, ^a»/ peraiaaion 






/pr&>f&d/ deaoription, hiatory. See p. 78. 






/a6mM/ to auppoae 






/c&gkWiphiid| -kra-/ emperor 






A^od/ ten million 






/'^unndh&phuuo, -naha-/ temperature 



Sometimea the vowel remaina allont when the word la 
compounded with another word I e.g. 

lll^tJpl /h^edkaan/ eventa, olroumatancea 

O^t /p^wumrdu/ knowledge, education (in a 

peraon) 

But at other tlmea the vowel la pronoianeed, e.g. 
^1«HW /phuumla&ad/ geography 
iltwfkJtl AUdtljdd/ honor 
IpJgllU'JfMlrtftj' /priiwMti»Aad, |)ra-/ blatory (aubject) 



CHAPtER Yl 
0 T H E R I R R E 0 U X A R 1 T IBS 



1* Special Consonant ^ Vowal Symbols 

lh«M ar« two ssts of apsolal consonant vowel 
symbols which are shown beloWi In theory these sym-^ 
bols are treated as vowels and both short and long 
varieties occur* In practice they are treated as 
consonant vowel symbols and the consonantal corn** 
ponent behaves like a LOW consonant* 

Short Name long Name 

Symbol Symbol 

t) MV t|1 /ryy/ 

n AtV 1)-^ Ayy/ 

The most common of these symbols Is 1| /r^V 
it may be pronotmced /ry*/i /rl-/ or /res**/ depend- 
ing upon the Individual word in which It is used* 
It occurs as a syllable Initial or as the second 
component of any MIDDLE or LOtf consonant cluster in 
^ich t occxirs as the second component (see p« 46)* 
It also occurs clustered with Vt* a combination in 
i^ich i does not occiir* 

Examples of tj as Syllable Initial 
tj^ /rfduu/ season 

t|Vil /rid/ supernatural power 

tjroT /risg/ auspicious time 
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Bxamples of tj in Clusters 

tfjflllii /'^aqkrld/ England; English 

/pr&phr^df pra-*/ to behave j aot 

^Htjflfdtjf} /wan phr^h&dsAbo^diii -ssabo-/ T^^^d^y 
. (see p. 61) 

Wt|W>1Mi /phr:^ds&phaakhom -ssa*-/ May 

W|rtinitW /phrfda&olkaajon, -ssa-/ Nov^ber 

WjyJ /thrlds&dii, -ssaV theory 

The long symbol C|1 is very rarely used. It oc- 
ctirs in the example cited below^but the eame word 
is also spelled with the short symbol at times. 

t|lfi# tjfl /ryysli/ or /tf&li/ hermit , anchor£te 

The symbols t\ and f|1 are virtually never used, 
fhere are therefore no usefiai or even moderately 
useiuli examples which can be citedi The symbols 
are often omitted entirely from Thai dictionaries. 

Dictionary Order . Since these symbols are not 
true consonants but consonant vowel symbolsi they 
do not comprise a part of the inventory of conson- 
ants (pp. 6-9). For the purpose of order of arrange-* 
ment in dictionariesi t) and tf\ succeed J, while f) 
and f]^ are placed after 

2. The Twenty Words Spelled with 1- 

The complete list of the twenty words v^ich m\ist 
be spelled with the symbol is given on the follow- 
ins page. The arrangement follows the Thai alphabeti- 
cal order. Most of these Wordstars very common and 
none of them are uncommoni so the proper spelling of 
all of them must be memorised. 
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■ TWENTY WORtiS SPELl£D WITH V 

HWI /\ilt^ iio htt Oloiet near 

'Ifit /khrfti/ who? aoMonet aftyone 

iM Ahr4J/ desiira to, wish to 

'll /tfkj/ heart, oind, eplrlt (fig* aansa) 
*[% ; /chftj/ to be that's sol 

In /ohAj N ohdaj/ to use .*.| to be used 

'In /da j/ which, any (precaded by clf«) 

Itt /tAj/ to be under, •southeriS 

'lli /ml^/ in (space)} in, at i on (time) 

\)i /^i/ leaf (in opds. exc* v^en a clf«) 

111 A^J/ dumb, mute 

Idi tTnlt) /fJij/, ae in /f&gf&j/to be engrossed in 

'ItJ /jaj/ fiber; web (of spider) 

dsll) /s&phdj, saV ^ei^l^ r^l* by marriage 

'Id /sSJ/ to be clear, transparent 

'Id /^^i/ to put in, insert 

Im A3ij/ to give for •## 
/jAj/ to be big, large 

IWJ /m&j/ to be new; anew 

1un,Via/lW /l&i/r onlir in /iSqiaj/ to bis infatu- 

ated with 



* « a 



Some of these have homonym^ spelled with V as in 
the examples shown below: 

ll Aej/ skein (of thread, yam) 

Ifl, flUlfl /daj/, as in /bandaj/ stairs 
n^/- Mi/ torch 



tu /nAj/ spinning wheel 

111 /jaj/ why, for what 

1 V y A&d/ to push, shove (forward, away) 

ttl^ltt MJ/i as in /riajjHAj/ to ory, weep 
Ittfl to flow 

3. More About Unwritten /-a-/ 

A. Unwritten -S 

In previous chapters examples have been given of 
intruded /-a-/ In Initial consonant groupings (see 
pp. 49-Sl) and after certain medial consonants with 
double function (see pp. 60-61). Single consonants 
or word final consonants may also be pronounced with 
an unwritten /-a^/, but most such words are highly 
literary. One of the most commonly seen words of 
this type is the following t 

W /nd'/ at, in (of time or place) 

Othor examples are very much rarer: 

/sInldp&V arts, crafts 

''Ifl /tlld'/ sesame (literary word; the 

common word is 40 Aaa/) 

B. Unwritten-/ 

Another rare type of unwritten /-a-/ is found in 
the ease of a few words which are pronounced as if 
they were spelled with Among words of this type 
which have a fairly high frequency the first two ex- 
amples below are perhaps the most important* 

M7 /sAdtrii/ woman (elegant) 

mnfilMJ MrAgkAdaakhom, ka-..-ka./ July 

ERXC^^^^ /^4gklitanjuu, -ka-/ to be ungrateful 



Th« uitMAl mdin& for the unvrritten Vowel In 4 
elo«od syllable ii A6-/» ae shown on pp* iQ«20* 
the reading /-a-/ shorn in the three ejcamples on 
the preceding page is very rare* The pressure for 
th<i Ao-/ reading is such that soiae words which 
were until recently read with Aa-/ are now usually 
read with AW» ••«• 

l^'^ /khommAnaakhomt -na-/ eonaunicfttioh 
Jjntimj /o6gk«iraakhoB, -ka-/ January 

the two words were fonuerly (or rarely still are) 
pronounced ykhannUbaakhom, -na-/ and /mAgkAraakhon, 
-ka-/| respectitely. 

4* The Use of the Vowel-Shortening Symbol 

The vowel-shortening sprmbol knowA as lu^fl^ 
(see p* la) I has certain inportant restrictions as 
to its use. It is used in oombination with the vow- 
els l~. Ur^. and H) (and no others) , and it is used 
with these only if two additional conditions are met, 
vis. (1) there must be a svllaible-flnal consonant . 
and (2) there must be tonal marker required in 
the writing of the syllable. The vowel-shortening 
symbol is most commonly used with e*g. 



rOWEL-SHORTBNINa SYMBOL WITH I- 




/khh/ to pick, gather, collect 
/cM/ seven 
/thid/ to wipe ••* 



/rew/ to be fast, quick, rapid 
/Kg/ to be small, little 
A<n/ to see 
/ihg/ iron (metal) 
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: :? On© Important word, /p^h/ (idt eseiuapid below) Is 
spoiled with - in di<itlonarie8, official writlrtgSi 
tsxtbooks, eto*, but Is nomally spslled without - 
in newspapers, this is occaoionsd in large part by 
the high frsquenoy of its oeeurfence. The reaaining 
words shown below are regularly spelled without - 
under all oircunstanees» 

iflli, iDu /pen/ to be ... 

IWBJ /ph«d/ diamond. (See also p. 64.) 

\mt /m6d/ meter « French) 

l«fl?n /mWtrfg/ metric « French) 

The use of - with the vowels U- and H) is much 
rarer. Although there are some important exceptions, 
its use with these two vowels is largely confined to 
imitative words, restricted modifiers, and particles. 

VOWEL-SHORTENINQ SYMBOL WITH U- AND --0 
/khiio/ to be hard, firm, strong 
/kh&Jfcg, kha-/ bit by bit (of climbing) 



ah 

imdn 

Ulfti ^ /ch^d/ bright (red) (restricted mod.) 

Uflnut) /dfcgdge/ chrysalis. Also fftjUfT /d&gdge/. 

^ /ka**, kS-/ then, conse<iuently, also 

Always spelled without voweL as shown. 
A very common and important word. 

/rig/ (emphatic particle) . Also VlJfin 
but With same pronunciation. 



Wfcjjuwfjj /r5mr«m/ sparsely 



/J^((J9J/ disheveled, mussed (as hair) 
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5* The Tonal Markers and Vowel Len|;th 



Since the vowel-ehortenlng symbol ~ cannot be ea- 
ployed with the towels U- and *Aen a tonal 
marker la also required in the writing of the sylla- 
ble (p. 69), there is no way within the conventional 
writing system to distinguish short /-e-/» /-«-/ and 
Ad-/ from long /-ee-/i /-ee-/ and /-oo-/ if tonal 
markers are used* All that can be done is to make a 
few very general statements which may be helpful to 
the foreign student of Thai. These are ae follows: 

1, The vowel I- plus any one of the four tonal 
markers is normally read short » e.g. 

THE VO^L I- WITH TONAL MARKERS 

{t\A A'^q/ to be expert (ln)| good (at) 

lU^ /bhn/ to expand 

IW /chSn/ such as . 

m /iJn/ to play 

IT') /rSvf/ cardamom 
%^ 

l')U /w4n/ to omit, except 
%^ 

iW /mim/ to compress (e*g* the lips) 

i^A /c6o/ to go bankrupt (< Chln#) 

ll)^ /p*fl/ strictly, sharp (as ^noon sharps) 
Aif^lA /krSoiskrSeQ/ to be sparse; sparsely* few 

An exception* Note the difference be« 
tween the last two examples* The long 
/-*eeV can be predicted, however, be- 
cause of the unambiguous long /»oo»/ 
in the first of the two ablaut redupli* 
cated syllables* 
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^A* Th« VdW«l8 tt- and HD are uaualiy, but not In- 
Vairiiiblyt short under the low tone in live syllables, 

THE VOWELS U- AND HJ WITH MARKED LOW TONE 





/dm/ to be dear 




/bfcQ/ to divide (up) 


UCAi 
1 


/phin/ Olf. for sheets (as of paper) 




/mim/ Ocoldental woman (< Eng.) 




/hiti/ place i Olf. for places 




/s)g/ to shine 




/mhm/ (title for descendants of roy.) 




/bij/ to be often 


viufiti 


/nhj/ a little bit. Also /nioj/. 


nou 


/kb9n/ before 



2B# The vowels and are either short or long 
(depending upon the word) under the falling tone In 
live syllables I e#g» 

THE VOWELS AND WITH MARKED FALLINQ TONE 

m /khto/ shin 

Uf1fl4 /klteq/ to make a show of, pretense of 

\m /Itn/ to run (of a boat) 

UlJu /p&n/ (name for a i^man) 

Ulk /pteo/ powder (face powder) i flour 

W^i /htw/ water chestnut 

un^ /ktw/ crystal. Sometlaes /ktew/# 

fthA /tSi}/ to have to* must 

ERIC 
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/hij/ to hang {down) 
Adoj/ sugar cane 

20 # The vowele Ur* and are alwaya long under 
the high tone in live $yllableS| e*g« 

tHE VOWELS AW) WITH MARKED HIOH TONS 

'. ' u ■ 

Ufl4 /^itti/ to be dry (ae of the aeaaon) 

/l^ew/ already 
tfiU /r5dj/ hundred 

m /r^Dn/ to be hot 

HflU /ch6Dn/ spoon 

2D* The vowels Ur- and are usually short under 
the rising tone In those syllables where It is marked 
by the use of the 4th tonal jnarkeri but such uaage 
la In any case rare* (High consonants in live sylla«* 
bles Indicate a rising tone when no tonal marker id 
used I and these consonants will take ^ if the vowel 
is to be z^ead short; see examples on p« 72) • Examples 
in which the 4th tonal :4&arker la used are; 

THE VOWELS U- AND H) WITH MARKED RISING TONE 

UYO /cSw/ crystal (clear) (restricted mod*) 

njtllfi^ /krApS^, kra-/ (tin-) can 

nfonnttltJ /krigkrSj/ very humble i poor 

3* In dead syllables marked tones are always rar^ 
and unusual no matter irtiat the vowel may be* When the 
vowel la l-t or HI the reading is most often short 
in dead syllables i but in a few instances the reading 
Is long* Moat words coming in this category are recent 
loanwords from Ohinese or Bngliah* 

ERIC 
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/c<e/ Chines* ( inf ortaal terw) « Ohin, ) 

/kita kite/ gae « Eng^) 

/cid/ bright ( red ) ( wstricted aod ♦ ) 

/k5g/ (water) faucet (< Eng# *^cock'^) 

/chdg/ chalk (< fing J 

/I3glig/ to be inattentive > shifty 

This word uses the 1st tonal marker 
specifically to indicate that the 
vowels are short » If rio tonal marker 
were used the tone would be the same 
but the vowels would be road long» 

6« Irregular Readings for Vowel Lengths 

There are various types of special cases in which 
a short vowel is read long or a long vowel is read 
short # A brief description of the most important of 
these is provided in this section* 

A* Lengthened Vowels 

(1) There is a tendency to lengthen a short vowel 
under the high tone in live syllables | partictilarly 
in the case of those written with the symbols 

Vi andV (i*e* the vowel + sonorant symbols, 
p* 14) # Some of the wrds coming in this category 
are read with a long vowel in final position (alone 
or in compounds), with a short vowel in nonfinal po*» 
sitlon (in compounds), e#g» 

-0 U*1 /nim/ water 

)lfi^U1 /h)QnAau/ bathroom 

tfiul^ /nimkhtq/ ice 



unu 

V fl 
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l-^ m /chiaw/ to be early (in the morning) 
»/ 

I VII /th&BM/ foot (elegant) 



1- tu /mdaj/ stick, wood 

twU /tdnoAaj/ tree 

lu^fiV /mAjkhlidfaJ/ a natch 

lUfl? /n&itrli/ the 3rd tonal marker 

I- 111 /chdaj chdj/ to uae to be u«ed 



(2) The vowel + sonorant symbol l**"^ is sometimes 
lengthened under the falling toney sometimes not* 
Note the readings given in the follovring set of woirdsi 

111 /c6aw/Lord| royal person » prince 

But sometimes also spelled ^^^^ 



1^ 



WDUlll /m^mcftaw/ royal grandchildren 

But may sometimes read /m5mcAw/ if 
used as a title immediately preceding 
the given rame of the royal personage 
having the ti^^le# 

111 /cftw/ you (superior sp. to inferior) 

1^1 /cftw-/ master I owner (see exe below) 

mtft^ /cftirichS^q/ maeter» owner 



(3) One word spelled with l*^ under the low tone 
is always read with a long vowel » vis« 

Hlfl"! /pli^aw/ to be empty» blanks plain) in 

vairj nol 

Bt Shortened Vowels 

(1) The symbol l^/ is normally read long<^to at 
least two instance •» however, it is read shoi^\ls« 

FR?r ^^^^^ illvtrj Honey 

ai^B if 4 /olo/ to be inundated 



(2) At leattt two words spelled with under the 

falling tone are normalljr read shorty vis* 
• 

/than/ you; he, she. they (sp. of eld- 
ers or superiors) 

■ t* 

fWi /'>iS/ Derogatory or insulting title 

used before first names of men 

(3) Several words shorten the vowel of a middle- 
toned syllable -HIV when it is in penultimate posi- 
tion. But the words are also sometimes read with a 
half -long vowel. This is shown by placing the second 
of the two a's in parentheses in the phonetic trans- 
soriptionf e.g. 

^HUlrttj /wldthdja(a)laj, -tha-/ college 

^Wifllflfl/ /wldth4ja(a)8iLad, -tha-/ science 

IKi'lUIJl /phdja(a)jaam, pha-/ to try, attempt 

Ij^WJUIfl /rooi)phdja(a)baan, -pha-/ hospital 

7. Irregular Readings for Tones 

There are a few disyllabic words which have an 
irregular reading for the tone of their second syl- 
lable. All such syllables are "dead" syllables (see 
p. 26) beginning in a sonorant, and their tones are 
read i£ the sonorant were governed by a preced- 
ing MIDDLE' or HIGH contitonant. In these cases it is 
the^reeedSng syllabi) which begins in a MIDDLE or 
HIOH oonsonAnt and this, in effect, governs the tone 
of its own syllable and the syllable following* But 
this type of situation is jj^l * regular one* 

The pronunciation and tpelllng of the following 
words muct therefore be Maori ted, e^oitUy tineo 



the pronunolttion of aost of the* is Ihoorreotly 



■arktd in NoTirUnd'i Th«l-tniXiih Dictionary » t 



8oufe« vhioh l6 iti aoat oth(i»f resi^eots a usdM 6n<> 
tot th« MlAtlvaly advaneed student ot THAI* 

iRIiSOUUR TONES i l/W INSTEAD OF PALLING 

iJjsltJIW /priiJ6dd) pra* / usejTulnessi advantage 

pra<^ / sentenca (grammar) 

pra* / to be negligent 

/taarfkad/ the police 

to dxploriii survey 

ihreoular tones: low instead of high 

/prAw&d| pra-/ descrlptloni hlstprjr 

iJlS-J^lflKlfl/ /prilwidtl8&ad, pra-/ history (subject) 

ffiT /dmrV/ to consider ( royal i elegant) 

K'lfii /damr&d/ to speak} speech (royal) 

fhl/l /stored/ to be finished i complete i 

successful 

In addition to the examples cited above many 
recent loanwords froa English have irregtilar pronUtt«» 
elation as to tones » 

6i Afflblguities 

Certain features of the Thai writing system give 
rise to ambiguities I i.e* the same sequence of sym- 
bols may have more than one pronunciation or more 
than on9 possible pronunciation* Some of the more 
common ambiguities are dlfcuseed below* 

(1) Vhen thf complex vowel symbol HI has two 
consonente between its two partsg it cannot be iin^ 
tinguished from a sequence 0 ♦ Aee/ followed by 
0 ♦ /<^/t Homographs are rtre^ but the proper read* 
-Lag for all such combinations must be learned^ Otg* 



/^klSyt^ 84-/ a kind of tree 
(or) /s^elaa/ stone, mountain 
llifll /phlaw/ axle 

{or) /pheelaa/ tine (literary) 

. (2) When the preposed ro*fel symbola U- and 
I- are followed by W plus a 8onorant,it Is impossible 
to tell whether the M is W U*1 or the initial pro- 
nounced consonant followed by a final consonant. 
That is, this is true if no tonal marker is required, 
e.g. 

Utni /nU/ duckweed 

(or) /hgen/ to be solicitous about 

UVW /mlt/ Ohl (interjection) 

A»em/ gold (literary) 

But if a tonal marker is required it will be placed 
over the sonorant if the W is W U*1 (first example be- 
low), and over^ if the sonorant is the syllable fi- 
nal (second example below), 

'^W'J /qfec/ to be small, little, young 

UW4 /hfeo/ place, location 

(3) If the symbol 0 occurs between two consonants 
It Is usually to be read as /-ua-/. But sometimes it 
is to be read as syllable initial /w-/, though this 
la|per reading is extremely rare. >toreover, if the 
Simt of the two consonants is the Vi may be either 
th«l initial pronounced consonant or U s!"). Examples t 

<W /sfian/ garden 

^^'i Mw«fl, sa-/ (first name for a man) 



fl'JT /khuan/ ought to, should 

(or) /khdw^oni khaV (aa in the ex* below) 

f^ni} /raQkhdwdoni <-kha-/ (a surname) 

liOU /buam/ to swell , be swollen 

U1T /bodw^^ni bo-/ (a surname) 

MI^J /httaio/ to keep for oneself , bejealouaof 

(or) /w6q/ (short form of f^^A* man's name) 



(4) If the symbol € occurs between two consonants 
it is usually to be read /-j>o-/# But in a few rare 
instances it must be read as syllable initial /^-/* 

UtU /phSdm/ to be thin, leani ekinny 

(or) /phA'^om, pha-/ (as in the ex* below) 

OfifitJflU /phA'^^dphS'^ora, pha-«#-phaV reluctant 

to speak 

tlDlt /p\ik">6h^ pha<-/ small container wiih a 

triangular lid 



9. Recent Changes in Spelling 

A few minor changes in spelling were Introduced 
in the 1950 ed* of the official Thai Dictionary put 
out under the auspices of the Ministry of Education* 
Current newspapers and recently Issued books use the 
new spelling. But the McFarland Thai-English Diction- 
ary, commonly used by foreign students of Thai, was 
published prior to the time these changes were intro<> 
duced and a recent reissue of this work (1954) has 
no corrections in the text because it was done by the 
photog. ;?'>hic process I Therefore a student who tries 
to read n current Thai newspaper with the aid of the 
McFarland dictionary will have difficulty in locating 
some of the words unless he takes into account the 
points discussed below* 



6d 

(1) The vowdl ~8 has been dropped in the epelXlng 
of olAhy coffliaon words, e*g« 

New Way Old Way Transcription 

tlKl wQil /ch&bAb, eha-/ issuer copy 

IWIIt wmt /chliph5'>, cha-/ to be particular to 

tut KSUt /chdnd^ , cha-/ to win 

trtift «rQf> /chAnld, cha-/ kind, sort, Variety 

i t 

Wl^ HSU^ /ph^ai pha-/ Burma; Buroeae 
But many other words still retain the vowel e«g* 
Ust /nAli^f ma-/ jasmine 

IStJS /rdjd^j ra-/ distance 

Vltia /thdlee, thaV sea 

(2) Some simplification in the writing of final 
consonant clusters has been Introduced in some words i 

New Wajr Old Way Transcription 

IWl Itrm /khied/ llmltt boundary 

IW fi^/ /kid/ activity 

^ /wl&d/ to grow, increase (literary) 

(3) A very few words formerly spelled with 1- for 
/-aj/ are now spelled -^J. An important example is) 

Mew Way Old Way Transcription 

nth Ini /traj/ three (literary, epeolal) 



But the old spelling is atlU used 
in sont contexts. The new aptlUng 
Is used etpeolally In Budd(4i!b oon- 
texts, IS 



mtexts. The new spti; 
ipeolally In Budd(Mt 
in the exanple bt^« 

/HldtHnltraj, -tana-/ ths Thrat 
ERJC Oe«i tof BxMldhiM) 



CHAPTER Vn . 

N UMBRA ^^ n speoial sions 

1* Nuffl«r«Xs 

The 80.oAll6d ArAblo numerals used In Europe and 
In Anerloa ara ultla»ately derived from the anolent 
Hindu numerals. The Thai numerals have the same orl« 
gin, bufc the Thai obtained them as a part of their 
total witing system complex whloh is derived from 
the Devanagari (p. 1), The actual numerals with 
their names are listed below. 







THAI NUMERALS 










/nfn/ one 


\o 


z 


m 


/sSoij/ two 




3 






a: 


4 


i 


/sli/ four 




S 


Ml 


/hfta/ five 




6 




/h6g/ six 




7 




/cW/ seven 




8 


uiM 


/pfced/ eight 




d 


ifn 


/icftw/ nine 


o 


0 


63 


/stttm/ zero 
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ThA basic rul« for making those symbols is the 
same as that for making the consonants. In other 
words » one starts out by first making the little 
circle In •« b. etc. The pen then moves to the 
right or the left (or right » then left) as demanded 
by the nature of the symbol. The symbol for "9" is 
made In tvra strokes, viz. •> followed by <* giving ^. 
The remaining symbols are made without lifting the 
pen from beginning to end. Note that the Thai zero 
is a small oirole, not a small oval as is our Ara- 
bic sero. 

The Thai numeral system is a decimal one and the 
higher numbers are formed by the use of the zero 
and the digits exactly as in our own system, vis. 





10 


flu 


/8ib/ 




11 




/slb'fed/ 




15 




/slbhAa/ 


too 


20 




Ailisib/ 


tto 


30 




/sfiamslb/ 


€o 


40 




/slislb/ 


♦oo 


100 




/nhr5oj/ 




lOV 




/rS^j'fed/ 




345 


rtijjjfiijt(Hijvii 


/sflamriaj alialbhaa/ 


•ooo 


1000 




/n^phan/ 




307fl 


iiiwWii^fiHijiiiJti 


/sfiamphan cddsib- 








pfeed/ 


4ti^ 


4596 


/siiphan hftarjaj 



kAwslbh6g/ 



#04 060 



^OOiCOO 

^fi»ooo 

^lOOOiOOO 
I^OiOOOiCOO 



66 

X0»000 vrf^Mjftt /n^jmhV 
46,200 iwltuttlllUdfl^TW 

/slltt^ hftaphan aSoiorSdj/ 
100 ,000 vAam^M /xifxiUtn/ 
198,000 «d^ufluiniMifiiuilfi*i 

/n^sieA kkm^ pledphan/ 
1,000,000 \»d^fi1M /n^ldan/ 

10,000,000 Hijfl'ju (or) vdAlri 

/siblian/ (or) /n^jkiod/ 

But /k6od/ la not U66d in 
read;tng higher numbera) aaa 
the example beloWt 

eootooo^coo 130,000,000 ud^ffiUftiuBiin'm 

/ntqr^dj a^albUan/ 

Our own *Arablo numerals are also sometimes used In 
Thai books at the present time (see pp* 95 and-lOg), 
even though all the other writing may be in the con- 
ventional Thai orthography* Thai schoolchildren often 
learn their arithmetic by the use of Arabic numerals* 
They also, of co\irae, learn to use their own numerals 
as well* 

2* Typographical Signs 

Both traditional typographical signs and many ad« 
dltlonal signs recently borrowed from the West are to 
be found in modem Thai books and newspapers* Tradl^* 
tlonal signs still in common use are listed on the 
following page with their names and examples* 
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TYPOOAAPHIOAL SIGNS 
•J IwuWfl /m4/<JAm6g| "ja-/ the repeat sign, e^g. 

^ /"^^yti^ffti/ other I others 

%^ ^ /chtfachda/ slowly 

1 llhJ'iflUfit] /pajjaann5oJ/ used to indicate that 
fi famlllart well^understood word or 
group of words has been omitted in 
writing* In reading r the omitted word 
or words must "be suppliedi e^g* 

ft^^iWn Stands for nnimwiUftt ^ /kruqthfteb 
mdhflandkho9n> ma«-»*-na«/ (the Thai 
name for Bangkok)* This na^se is air- 
ways written with this symbol* 

UlWfln Stands for U'iUnfjUUfif /naaidg rdd- 

th&montrlit »tha-/ the premier 

ntin llJtl'ia'lvqj /pajjaanj&j/ used like Eng. «eto,« 
and read as A^^/ in a text« See 
example on p# 91 • 

Additional typographical signs recently borrowed 
from the West are the following: 

Ul^in /mdh&bphftagi ma«/ the period* Used 

in writing abbreviations (pp» 93«*100)| 
e*g* 

AbbreVt for^liini /naallkaa/ 
tto»clock** (for time on the 24-hour 
basis) ^ 

Abbrev* forlt^lfuu /roojjrian/ 
»*school»** 



• M /cM/ "diot, polftti" I.**, th* 

* dot us^ In wz^lting <l«eim<u,«i ' 

<^*«io U. 8t30 A.M. 

ktte 2*60. R«ad /sSoQ oM hftasib/* 

VtflfiUI /oMlCtusnA&m/ the oorama. Used 

• ^ in writing larger numbers , e*g* 

«o«eoo 10,000 

— ih /khiid/ the d«8h* Sometimes 

not read, e.g* 

ifin ^ - « fiU /dig sli hAakhon/ "four (or) 

five children" 

But sooetimes read ast 

^4 /thj^/ «to, up to, until," 

e.g* 

<i*a - *,oo W. 8t45 to 9»00 A.M. 



% IftTQ^VUIUtftUflS /kht^a^nftaj rSoJld^/ "per 



cent sign* 
But read as: 

llifilllufl /psssen/ "per cent" «Eng*), 

e.g* 

«c0( /sib paesen/ 10J( 

Ift^fi^UUItifTlonv AhrtaqmSaJ khamthfiam/ "ques- 
tion mark," e*g. 

ifimllhuMjIT /rian paj thaamaj/ "Why study?" 



ERIC 
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A4d8&06erll. •sa-/ the exolama-* 
tlon point » Alao called} 

/khrta«m4aj t6gcaj/ «the algn of 
being frightened^ 

Used with Interjections and with 
exolaioatorjr sentences i e#g« 

/ikB, t6gcaj/ ^DonH be scaredP 



e » 



ifll^ll^UUIUfriW) /khr^anmftaj khamphClud/ quotation 
marks {^spoken word symbols^)* - 
Additional terms for *»open 
quotes** and **close quotes^ are 
also used and are formed hf add« 
in« the teras /pftsd/ ^to open" 
ana /pld/ "to close," yIs* 

inl'fi>}vajitm'a]f)iOrt open quotss 

Ifl^fi^UUItifT'tj^On close quotes 

Quotation marks are used to en«» 
close direct quotations , e«g* 

MjchAJ khrdb/ "No." (man 
speaking) 



They are also used with proper 
names to indicate that tne name 
is a pen namoi e«g« 

/dooj si^qthoDfl/ By "Saength9ng." 



0 I4ii(u 



(iiffi^ dm) 



/woqKb/ parentheses 

Used to enclose parenthetical 
matteri usually of an explana^ 
t^ory nature I e«g« 

/kamphuuchaa (kh&mSen)/ Cambo- 
dia (Khmer) 



Thai woHs AJi^ not wriiten With tpkeis batweah 
th#m «« la dona In writlnij BngilAh and othar Buro- 
P«ar« languages* All vorda within a phrase or elaust 
(oir tjfithln a sentence containing a single olausa) 
are written together without any spacing, as is cu4- 
tomary in writing Sanskrit and other languages using 
the Devanagarl or one 6f its derivatives; Bxafflplei * 

/prathftedthaj t&^ J«ku thaa^ thidtawah^6og-. 

chlagUj khiJpfl thawlib'eesla./ 

Thailand is situated in the southeast of the 
continent -of Asia. THAI READER, p. 185. 

Spaces, on the other hand, set off the end of a 
phrase, clause, or sentence and are therefore used 
in places where we normally use the coaima and the 
period, e.g. 

Mjmll hlm4» naj prathftedtha;) , tie mil 

Iftughib bftafl baaijhfeq. tftmn^aj khlaw 1^' 

d>»gB4aJ baan taliad pil./ 

There IS no snow in Thailand, but thera is 
sone hail in some places. The tree* are green 

Thai printed matter (as opposed to typewritten 
Q "atter) is arranged so that the righthand jiargln J* 



eveiit juAt «et Is done in our oWn printed books* But 
in th4i this ban mettn that the end of a sentence is 
uhmarlkfd in any way. If the end of the sentence is 
flush with th<0 r ighthand margin , there will be no 
speoiailL nArk to set it off as the end of a sentence • 
Oontr««^iwis«i iA or^ to adjust the righthand mar- 
gin thiEi f>riittr will sonetlmss insesi) an itxtra space 
or two which is not meant to be interpreted as the 
end of a phrase Qr clause. In the beginning these 
things wUl bs a bit confuting to the student / but 
aft^r he has had a little prabtiee in reading htt 
j will bscOfi* a^bu^ 

Spaces ar0 lilso used to set off words in a series i 
and this furnishes still anoiher instance in which a 
space <porresponds to our comma, e.g. 

/slnkhia sfimkhan khSdQ prathdedthaj mii, 
khAaWi adjs&g, Jaai), mliu, wvuii plaa 1^'' x^e 
t&aDtiia^./ 

^ important products of Thailand are rice^ 
teak, rubber, hogs, cattle, fish, and vari*- 
ous ores. THAI READER, p. 168. 

Spaces also have other conventional uses in writ- 
ten Thai, vis. (1) between the first and last names 
of people (but not between a title like "Mr.'* and 
the first name), e.g. 

lioM^ ifl'rfimiui')!! fnlviij 

/phSd khSaqkhfiw ch^ naajkh&ab rdgthaj./ 

CD?/- His father* s name is Mr. Khap Rakthai. THAI 
READER, p. 76. 



aSdQphim tuft, mil tuadiaw thAwndn m 
thffl Wwfdd 8Un£w./ 

An alfiphant merohant raeasurdd up to 2000 ele- 
phants. Uad) there wae only one which reached 
the height of 9 feet, 4 inches. "SCIENCE, « 
vol. 6, pp. 323-324. ' 

(3) before and after the repeat sign, e.g. 

/thaafl n^a khSp^ prath^edthaj raii phu\xkh«w 
sfiuQsfiuq mftag./ 

In the north of Thailand there are many quite 
high mountains. THAI READER, p. 163. 

(4) before and after e.g. 

llUlVltllW^ in-J t)^ n«1 llJliWn^JljTSlYltl 
/prathSedthaJ sA^ khAaw, diib{ig Id', pajkhfiaj 
t&aqprathled./ 

Thailan^exports rice, tin, etc. 

(5) before and after parentheses, e.g. 
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AhonnamthaaQ wfta mn sfiui) raavr phtd kftw«> 

d5og (raaw eibsSoQ thjhs albali ft&d) «/' 

The |(Uide guesaed It was around 8-9 forearm 
lengtha (around 12-14 feat) in height i 
••SOIENQB,^* vol. 6, pt 326, 

It| upon reaching the rlghthand margin, the typ-* 
let or printer finds It necessary to break into the 
iniddle of a word , a hyphen is often used , juat as In 
our own typed or printed «iatteri etg# 

/kruQthfteb pen cMruam khSdi) kaankhommanaakhom* 

mil thaaxjrddf a j Xi'> thaaijrddjon ciiag kruqthfteb 

paj ja^ myag t4ai9t&a:g t)i(U prath(ied»/ 

Bangkok la the center of communicatioh^ There 
are rallwayo and highways from Bangkok to. the 
different towAs all over the country. THAI< 
READER, p. 161/ 

The remaining types of punctuation marks are used 
very much as they are in English books. Quotation 
marks set off direct quotations, and the question 
mark and exclamation point designate questions at^d 
exclamations, respectively (see pp. 87-88). In ad«* 
dltlon, paragraphs are indented as in our own books* 



4* Abbrevlatlond 
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Abbrevlatlond of certain common words are some- 
times used In modem vrrltten Thai* They are always 
set off by the use of a period » Sometimes the first 
consonant of the word is used In abbreviatloni e»g» 

U» Ui^t\'u /naallkaa/ o^ clock (of time 

on the 24-hour basis) 

At other times the first consonant of each of two 
parts of a word will be used as the abbrevlationi 
and in this event there Is usually a period after 
each of the two consonants ^ e»g» 

Uttt /ndgrlan/ student 

But if the first consonant of either syllable la 
W U*1 this letter will be skipped In favor of the 
second consonant of the syllable i eig« 

ft*JJ. nfiWIU /kftdm^aj/ law 

The reason for this Is that ]\ Uri must be used in 
front of all sonorants to convert them to the HIGH 
series and It Is therefore not a sufficiently dis- 
tinctive letter to be used for purposes of abbrevi- 
ation* 

Certain standard abbreviations transliterated 
from European languages may have a period following 
only the last consonant of the abbreviation. But 
sometimes even the^e abbreviations will be written 
with two periods) e»gi 

t)U. (or) f\.U. ftldium/kiloom^d/ kilometer (km.) 

In rarer Instances the first two or three letters 
of a word I including perhaps a vowel ^ are used in 
abbreviation! e*g» 

\yiU IvijWw' /thoords&b/ telephone 
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Some of the more commonly used abbreviations are 
listed and explained below» Hut certain other speoi-^ 
alized categories of abbreviations are discussed in 
later sections (pp. 96*101) • 



TITLES 
u 

W'^yjl^l /mimcftxi -cftaw/ M.O. 
(a title for those in the 

Srandchild generation of roval 
escenti or treated aa such) 

Higher titles are normally not 
subject to abbreviation* 

WJllJjn«^>Jff /mimrftadchdwofl, 
«»chav M.R. (a title for thosii 
in the great-grandchild genera** 
tion of roy&l descent I or 
treated as such)^ e«g* 

iltlt'it Idd llnljJV /m5mr&adchawoQ sSenii praamOod/ 

M«R« Seni Pramot 

WifttlWfl-)^ /mimltta^/ MtU {a ti- 
tle for those in the great-great« 

Srandchild generation of royal 
escenti or treated as such) 

U«((* U1^«10 /naags£aw/ ^MisSi^ e#g« 

U.d* ftif iDlfl /naanafiaw sXi phdgdii/ Miss Si 

Phakdi 

But the titles W1U /naaj/ «Mr^« 
and til^ /naa)}/ ^Mrs#^ are not 
subject to abbreviation* 

f^^^ Transl iterated from the Enelieh 

abbreviation ^dr.^ and read as 
/digtde/, e.g* 



ftt . T^OYl iJUn Dr. Ralph Buncha 



Additional miscellaneous abbreviations commonly 
seen in newspapers are listed on the following page* 



kaMmftkaan khftarAadohakaanphonlaryan/ 
Olvil S«rvlo« 



ph(iutheen rftadsadddn/ ffombdx' of Par-' 
lie ' 



U. t frtiuljjmnf AhAnd* r^dthamontrli/ the 



laaent 

oabinet (of ministers of stasia) , 

t.JJ.fl. fsmi /rAdthamontrll/ minister (of 

state) 

J .tl.H. joitrtvill /rddfajthaj/ Thai Railways 

Formerly called /rddfa;JHiaq/ "Royal 
State Railways'* and abbrev. as }tVi<ttt 

n.U. nfiWJiU A^<^aj/ law. sometimes also 

the abbrev. for "kllometl**" (p, 93). 

t.U. tfitttJItJ /c6draaaj/ letter (^ Is tie) 

ll.U. llJliiduirflJ /prajsanlijab&dApost card 

ll.ft. l5?l1fl /p&tl' llkhid/ postscript, P.S. 

tl.t. CniVim /ndgrlan/ student (In school) 

t«t« lj4l?uy /rooqrlan/ school 

t^'J* lj'J4'W /roogijaan/ factory 

Int. l>lJltt(V» /thooras&b/ telephone. Used In 

front of telephone numbers (either 
Thai or Arabic numerals), e.g. 

^oblft^ /thooras&b nj^ sfiun h6g hfta sii/ 

10654 Tel. 10654 

U. Ul^ni /naalfkaa/ o'clock (of time on 

the 24-hour basis), e.g. 

ob.oo U. /eHiij naallkaa/ 2 A.M. 

teo.oo U. /jllsib naallkaa/ 8 P.M. 

t(fl« tffil'Jfi /sataag/ satang, 1-lOOth of a 

O baht, e.g. 

<ji^^aB dn* /jllsibhAa sataaq/ 25 satangs 



/b&ad/ baht, tioal 
f^VlIti /cai)w4d/ jjhangwat, province 
tflint) /^araphea/ amphoa, diatriot 



5* Matrio Syatem Abbravlatlons 

tha conwonly uaad abbmiatlona for tha units of 
tha matrio ayaten have baan tranalitaratad from tha 
etandard^uropaah abbraviatlona aa ahown balow. 

METRIO SYSTEM ABBHEVIATIONS 

/kraw/ gram (g.) 
/daakhaakram/ daeagram (dkg,) 
/h^gtookram/ haotogram (hg.) 
/kllookram/ kilogram (kg.) 
/daealkram/ daoigram (dg.) 
/aant Ikrara/ cant igrara ( dg « ) 
Aiinllkram/ milligram (mg.) 

A)M/ metar (m«) 

/daakhaan^d/ daccunatar (dkm.) 

/h^gtoom^d/ heotoweter (ha.) 

/kiloom^d/ kllomatar (km*). Soma- 
times also abbrav. aa H.Ur (p. §3) 

/deealm^d/ decimeter (dm.) 

/aentim^d/ centimeter (cm.) 

/minl'lm^d/ millimetas' (mm.) 

/lid/ liter (1.) 
/deekhaalld/ decaliter (dkl.) 

ERIC 



fl. 




1 M 1 1 1 a 


If in 11,11 #4 


u 1 1 a 




m» 












un. 
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AlStoolid/ hectoliter (hi.) 






/kllooltd/ kiloliter (kl.) 






/deesllid/ deoiliter (dl.) 






/sentUid/ centiliter (ol«) 


mi 




/rainlllld/ Milliliter (ml.) 




A* Thai Initials and Evu*opean Initials 



the consonant letters o£ the Thai alphabet can 
be ueed as initials, i.e., as abbreviations of per* 
sonal names. When so used the letters are always 
followed by a period, e.g. 

/kdo/ Abbreviation for any name 
beginning In H. 

H. /khSo/ Abbreviation for any name 

beginning in 1l»e.g. 

/kh5t> ph^gdll/ where AhSo/ could 
be the abbreviation for Dill /kh&ab/ 
or any other name beginning in 1>« 

fie /kh^o/ Abbreviation for any name 

beginning in fie 

Etc, 

The letters of the English alphabet are ' 6 Iso ased 
as abbreviations, particularly for expressiona like 
•T)DT|« "Vitawln «A,«w etc. They ar|^ alijo used in th# 
transliteration of initials of Mericani British and 
other European personal names. The letters of the 
English alphabet are written out in Thai according 
to the pronunciation used for the letters of the al«* 
phabet in British English. A period is then placed 
at the end in order to show that these are abbrevia* 
tlons. The convention (or conventions) for writing 
these letters is chown on the following page* 
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LETTERS OF THL" ENGLISH ALPHABET 
ID. /''ee/ A 

II. /bii/ B 

^. /sll/ 0 

^. /dil/ D 

/ni/ E 

fl. /Jil/ (or) /oil/ 0 

Aaj/ I 

l^. /cee/ J 

I''* Ahee/ K 

ItO. ififl. Ut)fl. /^el/ (or) /'el/ L 

1!IU, l^JJ. /^em/ M 

ItlU. iiSu. /9en/ N 

Aoo/ 0 
^' /phli/ P 

'5'*. /khiw/ Q 

flit. /9aa/ R 

Iflrt. l^d. /'6s/ S 

/thii/ T 

/Juu/U 

'J* /wil/ V 

f^llln^. M'). /d&bbaljuu/ (or) /d&bbaliw/ W 
lltJ. llU. (or) /waj/ Y 
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£xAfflple«t 

^fl'iJh^ Ifi, /wltaanm »e*/ Vitamin A 

^fllfiu^Cl. Mtaamin bii/ Vitamin B 

lli.il. /dii dii thii/ DDT 

ifiTl. itj.lf). /Ht '>oo/ no 

lilll.rtjuft'i.'ilJfi A«ch d&bbaliw wJiad/ H* W, Ward 

7. Dates 

Thailand uases the Buddhist er«> r^^koned from 
the date of the death of the Buddha, for all offi- 
cial purposes. Different Buddhist countries have 
slightly different dates for this event , but in 
Thailand it is reckoned to be 643 years before the 
beginning of the Christian era. 

To determine the year according to the Christian 
era, subtract 643 from the year of the Buddhist era. 
To determine the year according to the Buddhist era, 
add 543 to the year of the Christian era. 

The abbreviations used for these two Aras of time 
reckoning are shown and illustrated below. 

jpnn^nn* /ph^idthasAgkarAad/ Buddhist era, 
i*e* B*E« , e.g. 

Yl.fi. te^d /phAdthas&gkar&ad sSonphan sli- 

r5aj kiwsibpfeed/ 2498 B.E. 
(equivalent to 1955 A.D«) 

fi.fi. fitHflWiim /khridsagkar&ad/ Christian era, 

i.e. A*D. , e.g. 

tl.fi. 9^Ht /khrids&gkarAad n^phan k&wr53j 

hAaslbhda/ 1955 A.D. (equiva^ 
lent to 2498 B.E.) 

When dates are given in full the form used is 
pn^/-iat given in the first line of Thai on the following 
EiM^toige* But sometimes the abbreviation for the era is 
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omlttedi (second line). 

/wan^aathld thllslbc^d tC^laakhom phtUdthas&gkar&ad 

a3 orphan 8llr53 J kftwelboW/ Sunday, Oct. 17, 2497 B,B. 



Tvfo sets of abbreviations for the names of the 
months are shown below* Of these two the first is 
perhaps the more commoiily used. 









/mdgkaraakhom/ January 


n.ti. 






/kuraphaaphan/ February 




du. 




/miinaakhom/ March 








/raeesfia jon/ April 


i»-ti. 






/phrj^dsaphaakhom, -ss-/ May 


fl.ti. 






/mithimaajon/ June 








/kardgkadaakhom/ July 








/s!ib)hSakhOm/ August 




i^u. 




/kan-" .a jon/ September 








/' olaakhom/ October 








/phr^dsaclkaajon, ••ss*/ Nov. 








/thanwaakhom/ December 



Shortened forms of a dfite may be given in the 
style shown below. The first line has the first type 
of month abbreviation, the second line the second 
type. 
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/tMhthll Jlldlbh6g thanwaakhon sSoQphan aiir^oj kAv« 
sibpUd/ December 26| 2498 (B«E#) 



tn the most extreme shortened form of a datei th^ 
month le referred to by its consecutive number and 
the year date Is shown by giving the laet^ two numer-> 
ale bnly. Observe that the first number stands for 
tV » day of the month and the second number Is the 
number of the month (the style most frequently used 
In Europe)* This Is in contrast to the style in 
which the first number is the number of the h)onth 
and the second number Is the day of the moftth (the 
style most frequently used in America) « 

Isb / eb / <^c^ 

26/12/98^ l»e* 12-26-55 (in the American style and 
using the Christian era in place of the Buddhist era) 

8* Pagination 

The pages of a modem Thai book or newspaper are 
numbered in the same way that European and American 
books are I but several styles of numbers may be used* 

(1) Ordinary Thai numerals are used In the main 
body of the book» 6»g* 

ebm<;i;V>^c^<^eoee^ 

The front matter of the book is paginated by the 
use of the Thai letters of the alphabet In place 
of the Roman numerals used In European books i e#g« 

(2) Ordinary Thai numerals are used in the main 
body of the book as tbove« The front matter Is 



? 
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paginated by the use of capital Ronan numerals » 
e.g« 

1 II III IV V VI VII VIII DC X 

(3) The main body of the book is paginated by 
the use of Arabic numerals, e.g« 

1 "2 3 4 6 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 



SANPLBS OF HANDWR IT I N 0 



Ifat i^our ifhloh fdllow eontalif) daapUs o£ 
Thai handwriting doht by two ^itttrtnt pemhi* 
Thm styles 6t handwriting ara illuatx^tsdi {>ra« 
elaai madiutty and fast. Paga 104 has a sampla of 
tha ipraoisa stylSt and paga 105 shows tha sans taxt 
in both ttadiuM and fast stylos* Pagos 106 and loV 
illustrata tha msdiun and fast stylos » raspaotivo* 
lyi of a saoond brisf toxt* Both tsxts are takon 
froii tha T||A1 REAOSR* Tha first is ths fourth para- 
graph of I Tt4liT«lWt"lwJ, pp. leS-ie?^ but tha data 
is axpandad to irhow both B«E* and A*D* The second 
text is UWfti, pp. 46-46. 

The style of lettering in precise handwriting 
aost olosely resembles printing. The other two 
styie'd have oharaoteristios associated with hand- 
writing only. A few exaaples selected to show sons 
of the peculiarities are given below. 



-8 


as 


in 








4/ 


as 


in 










as 


in 


mi 


*^ 


¥ 


as 


in 






/ 






MM 


MM 




as 


in 


Ifiii 






1 




in 


i 






i 


as 


in 










as 


in 










as 











The student who is interest!. 4 in the problaa will be 
able to find other examples on his own initiative. 
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W H. VVt VV (A ll', ♦V<r> #^J#^'i)il<t^#i^i^< 
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S A M P L B S OP THAI i»RINTINO 



' SiMples 6t A variety df Thai printing styles in 
an assortment of sises are given on pages 110-115* 
Those on pages 110-lld Are used in newspaper head* 
llnee, and t^os.e on p^ges 111-112 Aire also oilmen 
used for.titles dX Articles and for paragraph head* 
ings* Page 113 oontAins samples of dates in an as* 
sprtment of type styles aijid sisee* Pages il4«ll& 
show a few sampiel of attentidn* getting styles of 
type whioh are used as headihl for speoialcolunins, 
feature artieles,, stories, advertisements, etc* 

These sampies of Thai printing can be made use 
^pfby the studeht ina n\»be of >fays« In the eArly 
stages of hib study of the Thai writing system, the 
student can use pages 110- exercise in the 
identificatiioit of consonant symbolSf All but the 
rarest cohsbnautti are Illustrated oh theiie three 
pages* Wl^en using tbis iM^rial for Ide^^^^ 
purposes ^ the stiident should mere^iy identify the 
consonants, 'Call ihg then by h4mei» e*gk /odd caan/, 
/da d dig/ , e 1 0 , later on K| cttn us e the s^me pag«« ' 
as a serieti of exercisee' in t^e iden^^ 
vowel symbols, tone markSi and typograi^ical signs* 

After he has learned the Thai numerals on pages 
63-84, the student can use page 113 as a numeral 
identification exercise* Then since the same page 
contains examples of dates in both full and abbrevi*^ 
ated form, the same page ciiii be used as an exercise 
in reading dates after -the section on dates (pages 
99-100) has been studied* 

When the student h|is finished wox^cing through 
all the rules of the Thai writing system, he can 
use the various pages of printing samples as a 
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•«H#a of mdlnis •x«rol8«s* Most of th< wor^s 
b« foxmd bjr >oo>?lhg ih«« VP in TMAi fOOAftUtAftr. 
Wopdi not to bo found thero kro liatiW billow* 

tmiMi .. . /»*na«khW,>Ay t^io futui^. (piio lU) 

^^(ifmi}l Madnaasi/ Viotn«Bi» Vlotn«ua«80 (111) 

luuuu/MUti^ ynoomeenlcen/ No Mfth4 Und (Eng.) (Ill) 

IS /hda/ H\u (prot>or iwufto) (111) 

mnjfjti Ah69bkbun/ to thanic .*} thanke (112) ^ 

Hl^^l /e/»h&s4d, aa»/ federated statea (here 

Mf erring to the United Stat efli) 4 (|l^ 

'iWIU /naj daan/ in the wy (side) of (112)' 

1>I?11IU /thoorisen/ Thorl8en( proper naoie)( 112) 

U4 It^ttl angle, point (114) .. . 

/kMlli/ Korea (115) 

The printing atylee illustrated on pp. 110-113 
are suffioiently olear so that the student ahould 
have no difficulty in identifying all of the sy«* 
bols* Some of the styles on pp* Il4rll6« 0|^ the' >^> . 
other hand, are ttore diffioxiO-t.' A typewritten key '/ ' 
to the ii9%terial on those tvo p^ges i^ therefore 
given beiow* •'. 

page 114 Page 116 

'iM wit flJittijIitVilii / ; 

9 ififfijiiilwilJu \m 
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tfaifiiifiii'uiufisiittgfifi iStiiln 

liiifruinsi 
tinuTTfuiBniT 

mTilHi{U(if}Jiiidii;iii 
Qumnilfiliiiitinuiu 

TuuuuffufittfftuouTRitt 

JIWSllfllflHTlllfl 



f«miittjr|(u1iiti 



U3 



xu 



o / % 



till EH El 



